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TA search 
hits a snag 


One of two finalists 
drops out 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -— In the 
past week, one of the two final- 
ists for the position of Town Ad- 
ministrator withdrew their name 
from consideration. 

A week ago, the South Had- 
ley Selectboard was informed 
that two finalists had been an- 
nounced, which will become 
available upon the retirement 
of current Town Administrator 
Mike Sullivan, scheduled for 
June 30. 

In total, three of the four fi- 
nalists chosen by the Screening 
Committee earlier this month 
have withdrawn their names. 

As aresult of the unanticipat- 
ed hiccup, the Selectboard de- 
cided the search will start anew. 
The board will review the job 
description and attempt to draw 
in new candidates, a process that 
could take several months. 


Please see TA SEARCH, 
page 6 
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DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY!! 


The south Hadley Police Station 
41 Bridge Street, Saturday 10-2 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — The South 
Hadley Police Department continued 
a tradition it was forced to forgo last 
spring, as the police station on Bridge 
St participated in National Drug Take 
Back Day on April 24. 

When left unsecured or neglect- 
ed, seemingly harmless prescription 
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medications can quickly become 
harmful, especially when accessed 
by youths. 

Last Saturday, the South Hadley 
Drug & Alcohol Prevention Coalition 
teamed up with South Hadley TRIAD 
Ofc. Emily Tebow to coordinate a 
drive-through event that enabled resi- 
dents to properly dispose of old pills. 


Please see TAKE-BACK, page 6 


TRIAD Ofc. Emily 
Tebow joined 

South Hadley 

Drug & Alcohol 
Prevention Coalition 
Coordinator Sue 
Cook in hanging 
banners throughout 
the town to promote 
National Drug Take 
Back Day. 
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SHELD inches 
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we have grown our team of real estate 
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“We are delighted to have 
Marcia, Joan, Shorrie and Bernie 
| join our award winning team, — 

: i said Steven Laplante, Owner. 
Marcia Petri-Fleming "They bring tremendous 

413.531.6460 : : 
Ae Veoe a i Resinermte experience and proven leadership 
that will benefit our company 
and our customers.” 


am M. Connie 


ERA Laplante 


REAL ESTATE 
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Bernie Marois 
413.636.1119 
35 Years in Real Estate 
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Locally Recognized, Nationally Awarded! 





ERA Laplante Real Estate is excited to announce that 





professionals! 





Joan McKenna 
413.530.2717 
35 Years in Real Estate 





Shorrie Hunter 
413.530.8652 
37 Years in Real Estate 
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Chicopee regional vaccine site opens 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Nearly 
two months of waiting are over. 
On April 29, the regional vaccine 
distribution site at the Castle of 
Knights at 1599 Memorial Drive 
in Chicopee opened to residents 
of Chicopee, Granby, Holyoke 
and South Hadley. 

The daily operation features 
a collaboration between munic- 
ipalities, as paramedics, nurses 
and first responders from each of 
the four communities work the 
site. 

“The new regional vaccina- 
tion center opens [April 29] at 
10 a.m. at the Castle of Knights 
in Chicopee, and we’re awaiting 
some of the details on that. We’re 
hoping more people find the op- 
portunity to get a vaccine,” said 
South Hadley Town Administra- 
tor Mike Sullivan. 

Sullivan shared news on 
Wednesday morning, relaying 
that, ““We’ve had the fewest new 
numbers [of COVID-19 cases] 
since the beginning of the pan- 
demic.” 

On April 27, it was report- 
ed that only 11 new COVID-19 
cases were tallied over the seven 
days prior. Since the onset of the 
pandemic, there have been 1,024 
confirmed cases and 766 contact 
cases; the latter statistic did not 
shift in the past week. 

As the town pursues herd im- 
munity, it is critical for more and 


more residents to get vaccinated. 
Currently, approximately 60% of 
South Hadley’s older adults have 
been fully vaccinated, while just 
shy of 20% of all residents have 
received full doses of the vac- 
cine. 

Despite the positive trend, 
residents must continue to fol- 
low the correct procedures. 
Surges are being reported across 
the country, and Sullivan wants 
to keep South Hadley on track. 

“T’ve had horses that were 
in the homestretch before and 
got beat out by a nose. We don’t 
want to take a step back because 
we're impatient,’ said Sullivan, 
reminding residents that there 
were still 11 new cases reported 
in the past week. 

“We don’t want to find our- 
selves in a bad situation because 
we were imprudent about some 
very small steps,” continued Sul- 
livan. 


Reopening 

Given the progress, however, 
South Hadley is inching closer 
to reopening its municipal build- 
ings. Early next month, the South 
Hadley Public Library on Canal 
St will reopen its doors, as will 
the Council on Aging in June at 
its newly-constructed Dayton St 
facility. 

Town Hall will not reopen 
to the public for at least several 
months. Sullivan estimated that 
the building would become ac- 
cessible to residents sometime 
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Photos by Dalton Zbierski 


The South Hadley Public Library on Canal Street will reopen its doors 


to residents in early May. 


during the summer, as online 
services have proven to be ex- 
tremely efficient and reliable. 
“The service model has really 
changed,” said Sullivan. “We’ve 
said for a long time that we don’t 
want to lose some of those effi- 
ciencies we’ve gained in Town 
Hall that we suffer when there’s 
unnecessary work interruptions.” 
A small percentage of res- 
idents have clamored for the 
building to reopen, but Sullivan 
noted that it is often those of the 
minority opinion who make the 
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Tomorrow is already on its way, and our job is to 
help you make the most of it. As a local bank, we 
know what it takes to thrive around here. With 

convenient tools and smart banking technology, 
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Acrylic on Canvas, Playing My Song, Judith Podell 


Construction of the new 
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most noise. 

Under the leadership of 
Emergency Management/Health 
Director Sharon Hart, South 
Hadley has largely avoided sig- 
nificant outbreaks during the 
pandemic. 

Once more, Sullivan urged 
all residents to get vaccinat- 
ed and thanked the people of 
South Hadley for their impres- 
Sive cooperation over the past 14 
months. 

“Obviously, there’s the ex- 
ception to every rule, but by far 
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South Hadley Senior Center on Dayton Street is in its 
homestretch; the building is expected to open in June. 





Photos by Dalton Zbierski 
Town Hall will remain closed to 
residents for the foreseeable 
future, as online services have 
proven to be quite efficient. 


and large they’ve been com- 
pletely supportive and _ very 
understanding,’ said Sullivan. 
“Sometimes, we feel that the 
most vocal are representing the 
majority, and that’s just not the 
case. People have been very sup- 
portive of us taking a very mea- 
sured approach to the COVID 
issue and to reopening.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 
dzbierski@turley.com. 
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Appropriations 
Committee reviews 
proposed FY22 budget 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY —- Town 
Administrator Mike Sullivan 
presented the proposed general 
fund budget to the Appropria- 
tions Committee last week in 
preparation for the Annual Town 
Meeting. 

The Annual Town Meeting 
is set for June 9 at St. Theresa’s 
Church parking lot. 

Following the review of the 
proposed budgets, the Appro- 
priations Committee Chair Tom 
Terry said he would schedule a 
meeting with the School Com- 
mittee to review its proposed 
budget soon. 

Terry asked Sullivan to pres- 
ent the changes in the budget 
from the last time the committee 
met. 

Sullivan presented the gener- 
al fund budget as well as capital 
budget requests. 

The total proposed general 
fund for the 2022 fiscal year will 
be a 4% increase of last year, go- 
ing from $22,096,458 in FY2021 
to $22,992,315 in FY2022. The 
difference is $895,857. 

One change will be from a 
human resource position which 
used to be the Deputy Town 
Manager in the Selectboard bud- 
get but was reduced and moved 
to human resources, Sullivan 
said. 

“Looking at other depart- 
ments you can see substantial 
reductions,’ Sullivan said. 

Committee member Joel 
Prough asked Sullivan about 
what changes in services would 
be made with changes in the 
budget. 

“In terms of what has gone 


up, what are the additional ser- 
vices being provided?... What 
are the services that are going 
away?” he asked “I know you 
talked about the efficiency with 
people working from home, and 
I don’t know what the back to the 
office strategy will look like, but 
how do the needs change as we 
move forward? Is this a snapshot 
of today and could change going 
forward?” 

Sullivan said the next reduc- 
tions in the budget are the Clerk’s 
budget and the election budget, 
which are reduced because there 
will only be one election and 
there will be a position going 
from full to part time. 

“That speaks to how we’re 
going to be operating different- 
ly,’ Sullivan said. “That being 
said, I don’t think we’re ever 
going to go back to business as 
usual per say...We eventually 
will reopen to the public, but 
the question we have to ask our- 
selves is ‘do we have to be open 
8 to 5 for five days a week?’” 

There is also a proposed in- 
crease in the Planning Depart- 
ment budget due to the pending 
retirement of the town planner. 

“We added $40,000 worth of 
contractual services in prepara- 
tion of the planner leaving and 
perhaps having to have special- 
ized services come in whether 
on an interim basis or after sep- 
aration from employment after 
retirement,’ Sullivan said. 

This increase would bring the 
proposed budget up 13% over 
last year’s budget going from 
$231,229 to $261,461. 

There is an increase in the 
Board of Health as well, due to 


Please see BUDGET, page 13 
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Sen. Lesser announces annual 
high school spring essay contest 


2021 prompt focuses 
on living and 
learning through 

the pandemic 


REGION — Senator Eric 
P. Lesser sent a letter to high 
school principals in the First 
Hampden and Hampshire Dis- 
trict announcing his annual 
essay contest for high school 
students and calling for student 
submissions. 

In 300 to 500 words students 
are asked to look at a commu- 
nity issue through the lens of 
their experience of living and 
learning during the COVID19 
pandemic. Winners will receive 
recognition by Senator Lesser 
and a Citation from the Massa- 
chusetts Senate. 

“This has been a very dif- 
ferent year for educators and 
students,’ said Senator Lesser 
in the letter. “I would like to 
encourage students to reflect on 
this different year and use this 


opportunity to reconsider what 
they would like to see changed 
and how they see our Common- 
wealth rebuilding to move for- 
ward. My hope is that this will 
energize our young people and 
help them understand the power 
they have to make a difference 
in their community, in the lives 
of others, and certainly their 
own lives.” 

This has been a very differ- 
ent year for you as a student due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its effect on all of our lives. The 
pandemic has highlighted the 
strengths and shortcomings of 
many of our policies and insti- 
tutions. Students are encour- 
aged to reflect on this different 
year and use this opportunity to 
reconsider what you might like 
to see changed and how you see 
our Commonwealth rebuilding 
to move forward. 

Students are invited to think 
of one issue that is facing their 
community to write about. 

¢ Describe what the issue 1s 
and who it affects. 

e Think, imagine, and re- 


search an idea for how to ad- 
dress this issue in your 
community. 
e Explain how you would 
solve this issue facing your 


community. 
This one issue that affects 
your community could be 


something that affects you per- 
sonally, affects a group of peo- 
ple or even affects your whole 
community. This issue could 
be something your community 
needs or something that could 
be changed. Is your solution 
something that you could start 
yourself, or is it an action that a 
group, your town or State could 
take on? Describe your unique 
idea for a solution to this issue 
and explain how it could be im- 
plemented. 

The deadline for submission 
is April 30 and essays can be 
submitted electronically to 

Senator Lesser’s Constitu- 
ent Services Director, Jennifer 
P. Metsch at Jennifer.Metsch@ 
MaSenate. gov. 





COA can assist community members of all ages 
with their COVID-19 vaccination appointments 


SOUTH HADLEY -— South 
Hadley Council on Aging 
has assisted 336 seniors with 


scheduling COVID-19  vac- 
cination appointments. The 
process of assisting seniors 


with COVID-19 vaccination 
appointments began in Febru- 
ary when those age 75 or older 
became eligible to receive the 
vaccine. As each eligible age 
group has opened up, the South 
Hadley COA has continued to 
assist each group with booking 
their appointments. The South 


Hadley COA is also answering 
questions and providing re- 
sources pertaining to obtaining 
COIVD-19 vaccinations. The 
South Hadley COA is_ work- 
ing very closely with the state 
and South Hadley’s Emergen- 
cy Management Director and 
Board of Health to disseminate 
vaccine information and to as- 
sist as many people as possible 
with the COVID-19 vaccination 
acquirement process. 
Regardless of your age, if 
you need assistance to book 


a COVID-19 vaccination ap- 
pointment, you can call the 
South Hadley Council on Aging 
vaccine hotline at 650-1021. 
Leave a message on this voice- 
mail at any time, and a staff 
member will return your call as 
soon as possible. 

Speak slowly, leave your 
name and phone number, and 
someone will get back to you 
as soon as possible in the order 
that calls were received. 





Health Department warns of ticks 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The 
South Hadley Health Department 
wants residents to be aware of 
ticks as more people are going 
outside in warmer weather. 

Tick activity and tick-borne 
diseases like Lyme disease, an- 
aplasmosis, babesiosis, Borrelia 
miyamotoi and Powassan virus, 
occur year-round in Massachu- 
setts. 

Although tick activity is 
weather dependent, they can be 
active at any time of the year 
when the temperature is above 
freezing. There are two peaks 
during the year; the first begins 
in March/April and lasts through 
August, and the second occurs in 
October-November. 

The majority of cases of 
tick-borne disease occur in June 
through August. 


Raised Garden Beds 


Assembled or DIY kits 2x4’ to 4x8’, or custom. 
Made from Alaskan Yellow Cedar; 
as durable as Western Red Cedar, 


& as strong as Douglas Fir. 
see details on our webpage. 
Pickup in Athol. 


www.MannLumber.com 





Although not every tick is car- 
rying a disease, it is important to 
take steps to avoid all tick bites. 

Tick-borne disease preven- 
tion includes the use of repellents 
that contain an EPA-registered 
active ingredient like permethrin 
or DEET, wearing light colored 
clothing to more easily spot ticks, 
doing daily tick checks, and 
promptly and properly removing 
any attached ticks. 

The single most important 
thing that can be done to prevent 
Lyme disease (and other diseases 
spread by ticks) is to check your 
body for ticks every day after 
coming in from brushy or wood- 
ed areas where ticks usually live. 

Ticks most often attach in 
the armpits, hairline, groin, legs, 
thighs, or in and behind the ears. 

Ticks should be removed as 


soon as possible with a pair of 
fine point tweezers, grabbing the 
tick as close to the skin as possi- 
ble, and pulling straight out with 
firm and steady pressure. 

The following strategies can 
be used to reduce the number of 
ticks living around your home: 

e Keep grass cut short 

¢ Remove leaf litter and brush 

e Prune low lying bushes to 
let in more sunlight (ticks prefer 
a moist habitat, they can dry out 
quickly in the sun) 

e Use plants around your 
home that do not attract deer 

¢ Keep woodpiles off the 
ground and away from the home 

¢ Keep the plants around stone 
walls cut short. 

Additional information 1s 
available at www.mass.gov/dph/ 
tick. 


AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA soe eee to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. »® John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 


® Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 





Drive-up prayer 


lp.m. 


589 Granby Rd. 
Attendees are 


public. 





McNeely 


e Bobcat Rental 


e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 
e Storm Cleanup 
e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


978-888-1693 


SOUTH HADLEY -— There 
will be a free drive up prayer on 
Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. 


at the Second Baptist Church, 


instructed to 
staying in their cars. The prayers 
are confidential and open to the 


Drive-up Prayer is an oppor- 
tunity for a prayer partnership 
between a prayer team member 
and some one who is hurting, con- 
cerned or celebrating. Drive up to 
the church’s carport. No appoint- 
ment is necessary. For more infor- 
mation call SBC at 413-536-0626. 





A PRAYER 
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Holy Spirit, You who made me see 
everything and showed me the way 
to reach my ideal. You, who gave me 
to the divine gift to forgive and forget 
the wrong that is done to me and 
you, who are in all instances of my 
life with me. |, in this short dialogue 
want to thank you for everything 
and confirm once more that | never 
want to be separated from you no 
matter how great the material desire 
may be. | want to be with you and 
my loved ones in your perpetual 
glory. Amen. Thank you for your 
love towards me and my loved ones. 
Persons must pray the prayer three 
consecutive days without asking 
your wish. After third day wish will 
be granted no matter how difficult 
it may be. The promise to publish 
this dialogue as soon as this favor 
is granted. | will never stop trusting 
God and His power. 





www.turley.com 
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How to plant a bare 
root apple tree 


S ometimes I wish I had bought for the land 





and not for the house. In my dreams, I’d 
have a field big enough to grow all the 
pumpkins a girl could 
want, and a sunny slope 
to have an amazing or- 
chard of heirloom apple 
trees. Maybe someday, 
but for now I squeeze in 
apple trees here and apple 
trees there. One outside 
the chicken coop. Three 
in the perennial border. 
And as of this past week- 
end two more near the 
clothesline. Read on to 
see how I did it. 

Planting a tree is not 
like planting a bush or a 
perennial plant. Should 
you make a mistake about 
the placement of those 
you can easily dig them up and move them. I think 
my parents moved their blueberries twice without 
injury to the bushes. Trees are a whole different 
story; you want to do it right the first time. 

I was home all day on Friday, scoping out the 
yard. You think you know where the sunny spots 
are; fruit trees want at least six hours of full sun, 
until you document it by the hour. Overhead trees 
are not leafed out yet, so that has to be taken into 
consideration, but even so, one area I assumed to 
be sunny was actually in shade most of the day; 
another area was just the opposite. Voila! It is a 
perfect spot for the fruit trees! 

I then began to fret that the soil there would 
not be good enough, and without any finished 
compost on hand to amend the hole, my planting 
would be delayed even further. Lucky for me add- 
ing lots of peat or compost to the planting hole is 
old advice. These days we want the roots to ex- 
tend far beyond the original hole.If the soil is too 
good there the roots will never want to leave. This 
way, over the long-term, they will go looking for 
nourishment and anchor themselves into the sur- 
rounding soil. 

I began the task of digging a three foot wide 
by two foot deep hole. I shook the sod and placed 
itin aclump for the compost pile. The topsoil was 
put on plastic in one spot and the subsoil in an- 
other. Large rocks were discarded. Happily, I did 
have some rock phosphate left on hand from last 
fall. I sprinkled one cup, and found out later that 
one pound was the recommendation! in the plant- 
ing hole and scratched it in. It will aid in root de- 
velopment. I also took my shovel and loosed the 
“walls” of the hole to make it easier for the roots 
to penetrate as they spread. 

Most grafted trees should be planted with the 
graft union two to three inches above the soil line. 
I positioned the bare-root tree in the hole and made 
a quick measurement with a stick across the hole. 
The graft union was too deep, so I mounded a lit- 
tle soil under the roots. That adjustment brought 
the tree to the correct depth. I dumped some water 
in next to collapse air pockets and then shoveled 
in the topsoil. Experts recommend that you back- 
fill the hole with topsoil first, it is more friable, 
and then place the subsoil elsewhere in the hole, 
tamping down as you go, with your feet. 

I made a basin around the tree after I was fin- 
ished, a slightly sunken area to catch water. Even- 
tually I will add a layer of compost on top and 
apply some mulch in the form of shredded bark 
or hay to create a happy environment for all of 
the “feeder” roots. If Mother Nature doesn’t pro- 
vide at least an inch of rain per week I[ will trickle 
water slowly into the basin twice a week to help 
establish the tree. 

Although a few years will pass before I pick 
those first fruits, hopefully proper planting will 
ensure years of fruitfulness. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to ek- 
ennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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Can | claim my Social Security now, 
then switch to spouse benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am 62 and have been a 
homemaker for much of my adult life. I have 
a small Social Security account from work- 
ing years ago. My husband is older, has been 
the major wage earner and will have a good 
amount in Social Security when he claims. 
I have been told that I should claim my So- 
cial Security now. It’s a small amount, about 
$475 per month if I claim it now, and $550 
after I’m age 66, so it’s not a life changing 
difference. But if I claim mine now, when 
my husband reaches his full retirement age 
can I switch to claiming spousal benefits on 
his account? I understand I would no lon- 
ger get mine, but I’m pretty sure my bene- 
fit from him will be a much larger amount. 
Signed: Inquiring Homemaker 


Dear Inquiring Homemaker: The sim- 
ple answer to your question is: yes, if you 
claim your own small benefit now you can 
later switch to a higher spouse benefit from 
your husband when he claims his Social Se- 
curity. But there are always consequences 
for claiming Social Security benefits early. 
The maximum spousal benefit you can get 
from your husband is 50% of the benefit 
amount he is entitled to at his own full re- 
tirement age. But you only get that full 50% 
if you delay claiming your own Social Secu- 
rity until you reach your own FRA. 

That doesn’t mean you can’t claim your 
own reduced benefit early, but it means that 
when you later get your spousal benefit, it 
will be less than 50% of your husband’s 
FRA benefit amount. And here’s why: Your 
spouse benefit, when you receive it, will 
consist of your own earned benefit plus a 
spousal boost to bring you to your spou- 
sal entitlement. Your spousal boost will be 
the difference between your FRA benefit 
amount (regardless of when you claim) and 
half of your husband’s FRA benefit amount, 
and it will be reduced if you haven’t yet 
reached your FRA when your husband 
claims. That reduced spousal boost will be 
added to your own actual benefit (reduced if 
you claim at 62), which will yield a spouse 
benefit less than 50% of your husband’s FRA 
benefit. Said another way, when your hus- 
band claims at his FRA, you’ll get a reduced 
spousal boost added to your own already 
reduced age 62 Social Security retirement 


benefit. I can’t put this into dollar terms for 
you without knowing your husband’s FRA 
benefit amount. 

FYI, if your age 62 benefit amount is 
$475 then your personal benefit amount at 
your FRA should be about $670. Essentially, 
the longer you wait to claim your own Social 
Security, the more your spousal benefit will 
be because the spousal boost will be added 
to the benefit you’re already receiving. Your 
spousal benefit reaches maximum (which 
is 50% of your husband’s FRA amount) at 
your FRA but remember that your husband 
must be collecting his Social Security for 
you to claim a spouse benefit. 

So, here’s the bottom line: you can claim 
your own Social Security at age 62, but the 
benefit amount you get will be reduced by 
29%. If your husband claims at his FRA, you 
will get a spousal boost at that time, but the 
amount of the spousal boost will be reduced 
because you will not have reached your FRA 
at that time. The only way you will get the 
full 50% of your husband’s FRA benefit 
amount is by waiting until your own FRA to 
claim Social Security. However, since your 
spousal benefit will be the highest amount 
available to you, waiting and claiming yours 
at the same time your husband claims his, 
would also be a prudent strategy to lessen 
the “penalty” for claiming your benefits ear- 
ly. 

One final caution: Any time Social Secu- 
rity benefits are claimed early (before FRA) 
there is an “earnings test” which limits how 
much can be earned from working before 
Social Security takes back some benefits. 
Please keep this in mind if you should de- 
cide to go back to work at any time before 
you reach your full retirement age. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opin- 
ions and interpretations of the AMAC Foun- 
dation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email ssadvi- 
sor @amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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A QUOTE 


€ © I don't think it’s 
fair to interview one 
person. I don’t think 
it’s fair to the board or 
to the town or to the 
candidate to interview 
one person. I really 


want to see a pool of 
candidates, whether 
it’s two, three or four 
candidates, I think we 
deserve that, and the 
town deserves it. ” 
South Hadley Selectboard 
Vice Chair Sarah Etelman jn the 
Story “TA search hits a snag, One 
of two finalists drops out.” 
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Technology’s impact on sleep 


By Diane Testa 


nyone driving west on the Mass 
At in recent months may have 

noticed an Xfinity billboard an- 
nouncing, “Give your Wi-Fi a bedtime.” 
One may wonder why the tech industry 
is promoting the shutting off of a wireless 
device at night. The company’s goal is to 
offer parents a tool for managing their chil- 
dren’s screen time. So is screen time affect- 
ing sleep? Moreover, are electronic devices 
affecting the quality of sleep? This article 
explores some of the science behind these 
questions. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention states that adults need be- 
tween seven to nine hours of sleep per night 
for proper health, while teenagers need 
even more sleep, between eight to 10 hours 
per night. However, their website indicates 
that roughly one third of adults in Ameri- 
ca receive inadequate sleep due to various 
factors. In a CDC survey from 2013, al- 
most 70% of teenagers reported obtaining 
insufficient sleep. Part of the reason could 
be that 75% of them sleep with their phone 
beneath their pillow, as reported by a Pew 
Research study. 

Screen time is one factor contributing to 
sleep disturbances. The daily exposure to 
sunlight presents the brain with all colors 
of light, and the blue light within sunlight, 
in particular, helps to keep people more 
alert and uplift one’s mood during the day. 
A computer monitor or a cell phone screen 
emits artificial light that is comprised of 
disproportionately more blue light than 
is contained in natural sunlight. Since the 
brain is particularly sensitive to blue light, 
the excess stimulation from electronic 
screens can impact the body’s natural cir- 
cadian rhythm, or sleep-wake cycle. Blue 
light causes this disruption in one of two 
ways: by diminishing the release of a brain 
hormone called melatonin and by sup- 
pressing the type of brainwaves that induce 
sleep. Melatonin is the primary hormone 
that regulates the body’s sleep-wake cycle. 
Therefore, the use of screens in the evening 
or even excessively during the day has sig- 
nificant impacts on the ability to fall asleep 
or to remain asleep during the night. 

Researchers at Harvard University 
Medical School have reported on the ad- 
verse impact of blue light from screens on 
sleep, and have also noted that the ener- 
gy-efficient LED lights that many people 
are now using in their homes emit an excess 
of blue light. They suggest wearing glasses 
that specifically filter the blue light of the 
screens and avoiding screens two to three 
hours before bedtime. One additional sug- 
gestion is to spend a good amount of time 
outdoors to be exposed to natural sunlight, 
which will improve the quality of sleep. 

Last month, the Royal Society of Arts 
in England awarded a fellowship to its 
youngest-ever recipient, a 15-year old boy 
named Montgomery Lord, for his research 
demonstrating that the use of technology at 
bedtime disrupts the circadian rhythm. This 
prestigious award places him among bril- 
liant minds such as Benjamin Franklin and 
Stephen Hawking. Through the United Na- 
tions, Lord launched a citizen science proj- 


ect called 1Tech Explorers to study screen 
time’s impact on adolescents, with the aim 
to influence government decision makers to 
improve children’s health. His research re- 
ported that roughly 75% of teens felt their 
diminished sleep due to tech use affected 
their concentration and productivity during 
the day. 

Dr. Victoria Dunckley, an award-win- 
ning integrative psychiatrist from Los 
Angeles, is an expert on the effects of 
electronic screen time on children’s brain 
development. In her book, Reset Your 
Child’s Brain, Dr. Dunckley discusses how 
interactive electronic screen time hyper- 
stimulates the physiological processes in 
the developing brain of a young person. 
She explains that there is a difference in 
the way the brain processes passive screen 
time — watching TV from across the room 
— versus interactive screen time, such as 
playing video games. The hyperarousal 
taking place in the brain due to interacting 
with screens alters brain chemistry and ulti- 
mately interferes with behavior, mood, and 
even sleep. Too much interactive screen 
time causes children to have non-restor- 
ative sleep, which brings on a host of other 
health problems. 

One disturbing disorder that can arise in 
children is night terrors due to the chronic 
stress experienced by the brain from ex- 
cessive screen time. In this case, a child 
will wake up in the middle of the night, 
thrashing and screaming, due to the sudden 
release of fight-or-flight chemicals in his 
brain. Shockingly, imaging studies of vid- 
eo-game addicted young people show the 
same patterns as those adults addicted to 
drugs. Dr. Dunckley has been able to help 
over 500 screen-addicted children, teens 
and young adults regain their normal health 
by taking on a month-long “fast” from the 
use of electronics. 

Another way that wireless electronics 
impact sleep is due to the pulsed and po- 
larized electromagnetic fields (EMFs) that 
they produce. Electrical engineers at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia have 
demonstrated that the force exerted on the 
body by these EMFs causes a disturbance 
in cells’ metabolic processes; one critical 
effect is a reduction in the production of 
melatonin. 

Consequently, all Americans can bene- 
fit from following Xfinity’s advice, to “give 
your Wi-Fi a bedtime.” It 1s best to locate 
computers and gaming systems outside of 
the bedroom, and to put substantial lim- 
its on screen time for youth, particularly 
in the hour or two before bedtime. A free 
software called f.lux can be downloaded to 
a computer, to adjust the spectrum of light 
being emitted from the monitor during the 
day. Also, cell phones can be placed in air- 
plane mode before going to bed. Sleep well 
and pleasant dreams! 


Wilbraham resident Diane Testa holds a 
doctorate in biomedical engineering and is 
a senior lecturer in engineering at Western 
New England University. She writes about 
technology’s impacts on health from her 
hardwired computer and can be reached 
for comment at wiredinwilbraham@ gmail. 
com. 


Black Cat Theater seeking applicants for scholarship 


SOUTH HADLEY - Black Cat The- 
ater, Inc. is a volunteer non-profit organi- 
zation based in South Hadley. 

One of the group’s missions is to nur- 
ture the talents of young people interested 
in theater arts. Our organization supports 
the Jon Sibley Memorial Scholarship 
which is awarded annually to a High 
School senior. Applicants with a mini- 
mum two show participation with Black 
Cat Theater, Inc. or a South Hadley resi- 
dent who is continuing their education in 
the arts are eligible to apply. 

William Jonathan Sibley was born on 
July 31, 1955 and raised in South Hadley. 
He began entertaining people at age 5 and, 
while growing up, was constantly per- 


forming. He was active in the Harlequin 
Drama Club at South Hadley High School 
and, after graduation, Sibley attended 
Holyoke Community College and gradu- 
ated with a BA in Theater from Lyndon 
State College. After graduation he landed 
a job on Channel 22’s children’s show 
“Odyssey.” Sadly, at age 24 Sibley was 
killed in a car accident. Black Cat Theater 
is honored to continue Sibley’s legacy by 
helping high school seniors pursue their 
interest in theater. 

For an application, contact Dick Mat- 
teson, President of Black Cat Theater, 
Inc., by email: dickmatteson05 @ gmail. 
com or phone: 413-315-3440. Deadline to 
apply is June 1. 





Summing up democracy 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


It’s so easy, in the course of our day- 
to-day lives, to get caught up in the po- 
litical preoccupations of the moment. 
What’s the Senate going to do about the 
filibuster? How should infrastructure 
money be spent? Is the country going 
to come out of this year as badly divid- 
ed as it started? These and many other 
questions matter a lot, but sometimes, 
it’s helpful to step back and take stock 
of what we’ve learned over the course of 
our history. 

I’ve been thinking about this because 
I’ve been reading Jon Meacham’s 2018 
book, ““The Soul of America: The Battle 
for Our Better Angels.” In it, Meacham 
notes that we’ve been badly divided and 
knocked back on our heels in the past 
but have always managed to work our 
way through those difficulties. He cites 
a variety of writers and speakers, and a 
number of them have stuck with me be- 
cause they’re both reassuring and a chal- 
lenge. They remind us that sustaining 
our democracy is hard work and that its 
vitality depends on each of us, not just 
to participate, but to make the effort to 
understand and talk to people we don’t 
agree with, and to do our best to discern 
the facts on which all genuine progress 
relies. Here they are, with a couple I’ve 
added on my own that speak to the same 
issues: 

“Do not expect to accomplish any- 
thing without an effort.” Teddy Roos- 
evelt said this in an 1883 speech called, 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Switches 

7. Legal financial 
term (abbr.) 

10. Sweeties 

12. Competition 

13. Measures 
electrical 
resistance 

14. Psychotherapy 
researcher 

15. Causes injury to 

16. Open 

17. Polish peninsula 

18. Hebrew calendar 
month 

19. Whale ship 


disgust 

34. The government 
has many 

36. Small 
constellation 

37. Northern Indian 
city 

38. The best pitchers 

39. Naturally 
occurring solid 

40. Apple computers 

41. Portuguese city 

44, Ancient Greek war 
dance 

45. More reliable 

48. Sailboat 

49. Newspapers 


“The Duties of American Citizenship.” 

“The first duty of an American citi- 
zen, then, is that he shall work in pol- 
itics.” This is Roosevelt again, in the 
same speech, making the point, in the 
language of the time, that being an 
American citizen means being willing to 
engage in the work of democracy. 

“Speak up, show up and stand up.” 
That’s Georgia’s Stacey Abrams laying 
out, in concise form, the basic challeng- 
es for anyone trying to affect the course 
of public life. 

“Progress on this journey often 
comes in small increments.” This 1s 
Meacham himself, with a reminder that 
progress comes slow and hard. 

“Nowhere is the rule of public opin- 
ion so complete as in America, or so 
direct.” This was Englishman James 
Bryce, writing in The American Com- 
monwealth, which appeared in 1888. 

“People are responsible for the 
government they get.’ Harry Truman 
summed up our core responsibility: 
we have to choose our political leaders 
wisely. 

“Tt is not only important, but men- 
tally invigorating to discuss political 
matters with people whose opinions dif- 
fer radically from one’s own.” Eleanor 
Roosevelt wrote this in a book published 
when she was 76, “You Learn by Living: 
Eleven Keys for a More Fulfilling Life.” 

“The enemy of America is not our 
many Muslim friends. It is not our many 
Arab friends. Our enemy is a radical 


Please see HAMILTON, page 13 
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3. The __ 

4. Healthy 

5. Where golfers 
begin 

6. Soviet Socialist 
Republic (abbr.) 

7. Of the cheek 

8. Injury reminder 

9. Statesman Franklin 

10. For an unknown 
reason 

11. Brain parts 

12. Islamic calendar 
month 

14. Avenue where ad 
men work 

17. Possesses 


26. When you hope to 
get there 

29. Top lawyer 

30. Fiddler crabs 

31. Intolerant 

32. Persons that 
cause extreme 
fear 

35. Car mechanics 
group 

36. Capital of Ghana 

38. Famed ballplayer 
Hank 

40. Emphasizes 
insignificance 

41. Light-colored 

42. Distinctive smell 


captain 

21. Children’s 
accessory 

22. Unknown point 

2/. Exists 

26. Extremely 
confident 

33. Expression of 


50. Frequently flooded 
area 
51. They dig for coal 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Partial 


18. Accept 

20. Stake 

23. Former British PM 
May 

24. US battleships 
circa 1939 


2. Mad Men” leading 25. Greek alphabet 


man 


letter 


43. Muckraking 
journalist Jacob 

44, Sunscreen rating 

45. Short-term 
memory 

46. Japanese delicacy 

47. One point north of 
due east 
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TRIAD Ofc. Emily Tebow stands next to an enormous box of 
unused prescription medications on National Drug Take Back Day 


last Saturday. 


TAKE-BACK from page 1 


“Being a drive-through 
event, it’s COVID-friendly. Peo- 
ple don’t have to get out of their 
cars; they feel more comfortable. 
We have a lot more coming in 
this year than we did previous- 
ly,’ said Coalition Director Steve 
Fleming, a former TRIAD offi- 
cer, who retired last spring. 

On April 24, hundreds of 
law enforcement agencies in 
the United States simultaneous- 
ly collected unused prescription 
medications, allowing for their 
proper disposal. Tebow partici- 
pated in the initiative for the first 
time as a police officer. 

“It’s running very smoothly. 
We lucked out and got a great 


TA SEARCH from page 1 


The board will further dis- 
cuss the Town Administrator 
search during its May 4 meeting. 

“At this current juncture, 
we re going to take a look at the 
job description and digest that 
for a little while,’ said Select- 
board Chair Jeff Cyr, during its 
special meeting on April 27. 

Sullivan previously made it 
known that he would temporar- 
ily remain in his position past 
June 30 if a candidate had not 
been found at that time, but it 
is unclear if he will be willing 
to serve the town for several 
months after his set retirement 
date. 

Bernard Lynch, founder/prin- 
cipal of Community Paradigm 
Associates, a consulting firm 
designed to assist municipalities 
in the search of candidates, has 
worked alongside the Screening 
Committee for an extended peri- 
od of time. Lynch made it clear 
that South Hadley is in a rare sit- 
uation. 

“T am happy to say I think 
we've only run into this two 
other times, where we’ve had to 
go back into the market,’ said 
Lynch. “Once was last year be- 
cause of COVID; it was a very 
challenging period. Then, there 
was one other case where the 
choice was made and circum- 
stances arose that the candidate 
ended up backing out, mutually 


weather day,’ said Tebow. “We 
haven’t been able to do a lot of 
stuff face-to-face so it’s nice 
even if it’s just short, quick inter- 
actions making sure people are 
safe and doing well and aware 
of what’s going on in town. It’s 
very helpful.” 

The coalition traces its roots 
back to 2005, when a South Had- 
ley High School student fatally 
overdosed on heroin. Prescrip- 
tion opioids can be just as dead- 
ly if they fall into the hands of a 
teenager or young child. 

“For the younger kids, it can 
look like candy,’ said Fleming. 
“Let’s face it, the bottles have a 
‘secure’ on them, but kids can 
get in. How bad would it be if a 
younger kid got into [his or her] 
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Photos by Dalton Zbierski 


On April 24, TRIAD Ofc. Emily Tebow and South Hadley Drug & Alcohol Prevention Coalition Director Steve 
Fleming participated in National Drug Take Back Day. 


grandma’s cabinet and thought it 
was candy? It could be a trage- 
dy.” 

By facilitating last Saturday’s 
program, Fleming and Tebow 
helped ensure that less pills are 
flushed down the toilet or thrown 
out; both scenarios can negative- 
ly affect the town’s water supply. 

Individuals, who were unable 
to participate in National Drug 
Take Back Day, still have ample 
opportunity to properly dispose 
of unused medications at the po- 
lice station. A highly-frequented 
kiosk in the station’s lobby al- 
lows for proper disposal. 

Each month, approximately 
75 pounds of unused medica- 
tions are dropped off at the po- 
lice station and taken to an un- 





disclosed location to be properly 
disposed of. 

Before throwing medications 
in the trash or dumping them 
down the sink, residents are en- 
couraged to think twice. 

“Tt’s huge; not only for the 
environmental aspect of it,’ said 
Tebow. “If people have narcotics 
lying around the house and have 
grandkids or any younger kids in 
the house that could possibly get 
into them, that’s a big problem 
with the opioid crisis. Just get- 
ting some narcotics off the street 
is huge.” 

A new, safe way to dispose of 
old medications from the com- 
fort of one’s home also exists. 
The police department is offer- 
ing free samples of DisposeRx, 
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The South Hadley Selectboard held an emergency meeting after one of two finalists for the Town 
Administrator position withdrew from the process. 


agreeable to all parties involved.” 

While one candidate is still 
willing to accept the job, Select- 
board members said they un- 
comfortable interviewing a lone 
individual for such high profile 
position. Selectboard Vice Chair 
Sarah Etelman voiced her con- 
cerns. 

“T don’t think it’s fair to inter- 
view one person. I don’t think it’s 
fair to the board or to the town or 


to the candidate to interview one 
person,” said Etelman. “I really 
want to see a pool of candidates, 
whether it’s two, three or four 
candidates, I think we deserve 
that, and the town deserves it.” 
Etelman emphasized _ her 
opinion that it 1s critical for the 
town not to expedite its second 
search. She expressed gratitude 
towards Sullivan, who has made 
a substantial impact on South 


Hadley during his tenure in the 
position. 

“Sullivan has] spent the past 
eight years making and institu- 
tionalizing some things that we 
want to make sure are continued. 
Somebody coming 1n might want 
to change things, but we want to 
do this carefully so that we are 
continuing in the professional di- 
rection that we have been mov- 
ing,” said Etelman. 


a chemical solution that breaks 
down pills, offering residents a 
new disposal solution. 

“Basically, instead disposing 
of your unwanted meds here or 
at our kiosk, if you don’t want 
to go out, it’s a little powder that 
you put in you actual medicine 
bottles, put in some water, shake 
it up. It turns into a polymer that 
way those medications can be 
disposed of safely in your house- 
hold trash,’ said Tebow. “It’s a 
huge timesaver. We have a bunch 
of samples here.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 


dzbierskI @ turley.com. 


Etelman added that the cur- 
rent job description runs four 
pages and that there should be 
room for the board to slightly 
“tweak it,’ to increase the odds 
of attracting new candidates. 

Lynch said that South Hadley 
is in for a challenge. For a num- 
ber of reasons, the town could 
encounter difficulties, as it em- 
barks on its second search for a 
Town Administrator. 

“It’s a very tough market. 
More than half of the commu- 
nities in Massachusetts have 
turned over the Town Admin- 
istrator position within the past 
three or four years,” said Lynch. 
“Geography is a challenge for 
South Hadley as well; you’re 
surrounded by a number of cit- 
ies that have a different forms of 
government and, then, you have 
very small towns that may not 
have the level of professional ex- 
pertise that you want or need in 
South Hadley.” 

Cyr is hesitant to lengthen 
the search process, but the town 
has few options. Nonetheless, he 
made his reservations clear to his 
fellow board members. 

“We started this process in 
October, and now, here we are in 
April and only have one candi- 
date. I’m concerned about pro- 
longing this process,” said Cyr. 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your Ney 


“birth 


~() announcements 





encase 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


ement 


announcements 


weddin 


announcements 


ed 


April 30, 2021 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY —- The 
South Hadley Electric Light 
Department is inching closer to 
1,000 Fibersonic installations. 
SHELD General Manager Sean 
Fitzgerald offered an update 
during the April 22 SHELD 
Commissioners meeting. 

“T want to congratulate the 
crews,’ said Fitzgerald. “The 
Telecom Department is doing 
a phenomenal job there. Con- 
struction is in full swing with the 
warmer weather, and we contin- 
ue to construct at a good pace 
now that the ground is no longer 
frozen.” 

In March, Fitzgerald report- 
ed that telemedicine, education 
and homeworking — environ- 
ments have quadrupled during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
resulting surge of bandwidth 
growth inside residences has tri- 
pled the appetite for fiber, said 
Fitzgerald. 

Last week, SHELD received 
two hardened, concrete fiber 
huts, significant installations 
that required a crane and a lift. 
Hundreds of South Hadley resi- 
dents are already benefiting from 
Fibersonic, and the number will 
continue to rise. 

“We are at 940 [installations | 
and have over 40 in the que so 
we are closing in on that 1,000 
number probably within the next 
30 days or very close to it,” said 
Fitzgerald. “Once we open an- 
other fiberhood, which is com- 
ing shortly, then we will exceed 
1,000. We’re seeing above a 35% 
take rate. We’re closing in on a 
40% take rate, which is great. It’s 
better than projected.” 

To complete the network, 
SHELD must construct 32 fiber- 
hoods and approximately 7,000 
passings. Four new installations 
are completed each weekday, 
as the process nears its halfway 
point. 

Fitzgerald expects that ap- 


Grab and Go lunch coming in May 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The St. Patrick’s South Hadley 
Ladies Guild will be hosting a Grab & Go Picnic Lunch 
on Friday, May 21 from 11:30 to 1 p.m. 

Why not grab lunch and head to a park or your back 
deck for some outside time? We will be offering ham- 
burger with tomato and lettuce $8 or hot dog $7, both 
with homemade pasta salad, baked beans and cake. All 
proceeds will go to the group’s scholarship fund. Order 
forms can be found at website: Saintpatrick.cc or face- 
book.com/stpatricksh and are due by May 14. 
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South Hacley < 
SHELD inches closer to 1,000 Fibersonic installations 





SHELD’s headquarters on Main Street remains closed to the public for the time being, but the 
department’s virtual services have been widely successful during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The Fibersonic truck, pictured here, can be seen throughout South 
Hadley, as more and more residents subscribe to Fibersonic, gig- 


speed internet. 


proximately 75% of all installa- 
tions will be completed by the 
end of 2021. SHELD 1s pacing 





the process to stay within bud- 
get, allowing the service to re- 
main affordable for South Had- 


ley residents. 

Speaking to Fitzgerald, 
SHELD Board of Commission- 
ers Chair Greg Dubreuil relayed 
a comment that was voiced to 
him by a resident seeking more 
information regarding Fiberson- 
ic and the installation process. 

“IT know that in the past 
we’ve gone around town and 
have hosted a number of events 
where we’ve educated people as 
far as [FiberSonic] goes,’ said 
Dubreuil. “It might be nice to 
have videos available to folks on 
the website that essentially ac- 
complish the same thing as the 
in-person [presentation] would 
accomplish. Folks could go to 
the website and be able to view 
those videos that explain the pro- 
cess and how it works.” 

Fitzgerald agreed that the 
idea is promising. He acknowl- 





REAL ESTATE 





edged that SHELD is currently 
working on an informative video 
that would fill the void that Du- 
breuil described. 

“That’s great feedback, and 
we are actually working on 
some videos right now to ac- 
complish some of those things 
about streaming. I will share that 
feedback directly with [SHELD 
Marketing and Customer Ser- 
vice Manager Kelly [Frazier], 
and we’re getting close to having 
a video or two to post,” said Fitz- 
gerald. 

During April, SHELD cus- 
tomers experienced only three 
power outages. Fitzgerald de- 
scribed one that occurred on 
April 4. 

“One happened on Easter due 
to a pad-mounted transformer hit 
by acar on Alvord Place. It was a 
pretty significant hit. Our crews 
did a great job on the holiday re- 
storing that pad mounted-trans- 
former,’ said Fitzgerald. 

The remaining two outages 
occurred due to high winds and 
broken primary equipment. All 
customers had their power re- 
stored within four hours. 

SHELD’s headquarters at 
85 Main St. remains closed to 
the public, as virtual services 
continue efficiently. Fitzgerald 
provided an update regarding 
SHELD’s current status, pertain- 
ing to COVID-19. 

“We continue to operate as 
an essential business with our 
in-person customer service office 
closed to the public for the mo- 
ment; no changes at this time,” 
said Fitzgerald. “We’re moni- 
toring other MLPs and the town 
and how they’re approaching re- 
opening. Ill let you know when 
we get closer to that possibility, 
but we are still fully-staffed and 
fully working.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a_ Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 


As a THANK YOU to all First Responders, | 
Frontline and Essential Workers, 
BUY or SELL with me 
in 2021 and receivea _ | 
$500 Closing Cost Credit ERA j|aplante! 
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We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience! 


e Hanging Baskets e« Rose Bushes ¢ Gorgeous Geraniums 
e Annuals ¢ Perennials e Vegetable Plants 


e Memorial Day Pots ° Potting Soil 


Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area! 


Open: 
8am-/pm 


Route 202, East Street, Granby 
413-467-3794 


~ Family Owned & Operated ~ 


Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Sorry No Checks 
Gift Certificates Available 
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Granby 


Granby 
Town Clerk 
reminders 


GRANBY - Are you a regis- 
tered voter? If you are not a reg- 
istered voter Tuesday, April 27, is 
the last day to register to vote to be 
eligible to participate in the Annu- 
al Town Election on May 17. 

You may register on-line going 
to our town Website www.gran- 
by-ma.gov or at Wwww.sec.state. 
ma.us. You can also make an ap- 
pointment with the Town Clerk. 

Please consider early voting 
by mail applications can be down- 
loaded on the town’s website last 
day to file for a mail in ballot is 
Tuesday, May 11. 

Are you signed up for “Code 
Red? “Code Red” is when you 
receive important information per- 
taining to our community on your 
phone. If you wish to receive such 
messages, please consider signing 
up by going to our town website 
under Emergency Notifications. 

2021 Dog Licenses: Please 
license by May 1| to avoid an ad- 
ditional $25 fine, (bylaws of the 
Town of Granby CH XIV). The 
cost is $6 for spayed /neutered, 
puppies and senior dogs over the 
age of 10 years, all others the cost 
is $15. 

The town offices are still closed 
due to the coronavirus, however if 
you wish to license in person ap- 
pointments can be made by calling 
the Clerk’s office. 

If you choose to mail or use 
the drop box please include a copy 
of the rabies vaccination or call 
the clerk’s office for verification, 
include a self-addressed envelope 
with two stamps, a check made 
payable to the Town of Granby, 
and mail to Town Clerk, 215 B 
West State Street Granby, MA. 

Any questions or concerns can 
be directed to Kathy Kelly-Regan 
at the Granby Town Hall, 467- 
7178. 


At Curran O’Brien Funeral Home 
we specialize in 


A tradition of 
comfort and caring 


A LEGACY 


HONORING 
LIVES 


iriby7> of | 
- dt, Lifetimes E 


CURRAN 
O'BRIEN 
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Granby Fire advises of open burning season 


GRANBY -— Granby Interim 
Fire Chief Robert Czerwinski 
would like to advise residents 
that the open burning season 
will resume on Friday, Jan. 15, 
2021. The burning season will 
run through May 1, 2021. Hours 
of burning are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
No permits will be issued after 
12 p.m. 

Fire Department personnel 
will determine each day wheth- 
er conditions are safe for open 
burning. Weather and air quality 
can change rapidly, especially in 
the spring, and fire departments 
can rescind permits when that 
happens. 

You are allowed to burn: 

¢ Brush, cane, driftwood and 


forestry debris (but not from 
commercial or industrial land 
clearing) 

e Agricultural materials in- 
cluding fruit tree and bush prun- 
ings, raspberry stalks, and infect- 
ed beehives for disease control. 

e Trees and brush from agri- 
cultural land clearing 

¢ Fungus-infected elm wood; 
if no other acceptable means of 
disposal is available 


You may not burn: 

e Leaves 

¢ Brush, trees, cane or drift- 
wood from commercial or indus- 
trial land clearing 

e Grass, hay, leaves, stumps 
or tires 


e Construction materials or 
demolition debris 

¢ Household trash 

The Granby Fire Department 
asks that you keep fire extin- 
guishing materials handy. These 
should include a water supply, 
shovels and rakes. The water 
supply can be a pressurized wa- 
ter fire extinguisher, pump can, 
or garden hose. 

Fire Chief Czerwinski re- 
minds residents to burn as close 
as possible to the source of ma- 
terial being burned. All open 
burning shall be at least 75 feet 
from all buildings. A competent 
adult should be present during 
the burning. 

Due to COVID restrictions 


and the inability to allow resi- 
dents into the fire station, all per- 
mit fees will be waived this year. 
Fire Chief Czerwinski requests 
that any day a resident, wishes to 
burn, they please call the fire sta- 
tion at 467-9696 to see if burn- 
ing will be allowed that day and 
to provide the address so the fire 
department can track the 

locations of permitted fires. 

Agricultural burning permits 
will also be available. Agricul- 
tural burning is allowed for burn- 
ing of brush and trees resulting 
from agricultural land clearing 
operations. 

Please call the Granby Fire 
Department at 467-9696 for per- 
mission as above. 








ealth & VVelIness 
What you need to know about the coronavirus variants? 


Dr. Armando Paez, chief of the Infectious Disease Division, Answers Your Questions 


SPRINGFIELD — Despite leading the 
world in COVID-19 infections and being 
well-equipped with an unsurpassed genome 
sequencing infrastructure, the United States 
found itself in the unfortunate position of 
falling well behind other countries in se- 
quencing coronavirus genomes and getting 
ahead of emerging variants. 

Now back on track and identifying vari- 
ants that have begun in the United States, 
including in New York and California, scien- 
tists are increasing their COVID-19 sequenc- 
ing efforts as many question: “Should I be 
worried over the variants?” 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief in the Infec- 
tious Disease Division at Baystate Health, 
answers some pressing questions about what 
role the variants are playing in the ongoing 
pandemic. 

Q: Are the coronavirus variants that 
have emerged over the past few months a 
cause of concern for 
epidemiologists? 

A: Any time a new 
variant of the novel 
coronavirus SAR- 
SCoV2 is discovered, 
there is cause for 
concern. The major 
variants reported not 
only in the U.S., but 
also in other parts of 
the world, B.1.1.7 
(UK), B.1.351 (South 
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Africa) and the P.1 (Brazil) are found to be 
more infectious that the original SARSCoV2 
strain. More recently, home-grown variants, 
B.1.526 from New York City and California 
variant B.1.427/B.1.429, have also been re- 
ported. Any of the variants can become the 
circulating strain in a population and can 
spread easily to others in a geometric fash- 
ion. This carries significant public health 
importance and urgency as more people can 
get sick at the same time and overwhelm the 
healthcare system. Scientists are still study- 
ing these variants and are also on the lookout 
for new ones that are emerging. More recent- 
ly, the B.1.1.7 (UK) variant, thought to be 
just easily transmissible, is now associated 
with a higher risk of dying from COVID-19 
based on a peer-reviewed study. Depending 
on the variant, the mutations (changes in the 
genetic code) can confer resistance to some 
available COVID-19 treatments. For exam- 
ple, bamlanivimab, a COVID-19 monoclo- 
nal antibody authorized for the treatment of 
mild-moderate COVID-19 is thought to be 
ineffective against B.1.341 (South Africa) 
variant. Thus, the variants also carry clinical 
importance for COVID-19 patients. How- 
ever, not all COVID-19 treatments may be 
significantly impacted by the variants. For 
example, mutations identified in these new 
variants have not significantly changed the 
part of the virus that remdesivir, an FDA-ap- 
proved drug for severe COVID-19, targets. 
Q: What do these new variants from 
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the United Kingdom, South Africa, and 
Brazil, as well as those that have originat- 
ed in the U.S., share in common, and what 
makes them different from the original 
COVID-19? 

A: All of these five variants mentioned 
above have mutations in the spike protein that 
allow them to latch on better to and infect hu- 
man cells, making them more transmissible 
(up to 50% more). All of these variants have 
now been detected in the United States, and 
according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), the UK variant is ex- 
pected to become the dominant strain in the 
U.S. by the end of March. There are current- 
ly, 3,136 cases of the variant in our country 
as of March 7, according to the CDC. 

Early on, South African researchers be- 
lieved their variant could evade antibodies 
produced by the immune system. This can 
imply possible reinfection to occur as the 
antibodies cannot neutralize the variant vi- 
rus. This was seen in the P.1 (Brazil) vari- 
ant. Scientists continue to study how these 
variants can potentially evade immunity to 
COVID-19. 

Q: Are the new variants more deadly? 

A: This is an evolving story, Initially, 
scientists thought that there was no evidence 
that the infection from any of the variants 
is more deadly than the old strain. A recent 


Please see VARIANTS, page 12 
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Courtesy photo 
Members of the Relay for Life event leadership team gathered last year to bring a 
mostly virtual Relay for Life event to all the teams. 


Relay for Life: time to register! 


BELCHERTOWN - Relay for Life of 
Quaboag Valley is gearing up for an awe- 
some 2021 year. 

The group is hoping to make a strong 
comeback after the pandemic curtailed 
last year’s activities and fundraising. The 
event leadership team has been keeping a 
close eye on recovery from the pandemic 
and is planning to hold an in-person Re- 
lay on Aug. 6 and 7. 

While the event will be shortened 
from previous years, the leadership team 
is optimistic about how great it will be to 
have everyone back at the Belchertown 
High School track, participating in the 
event. The planned “Bust a Move” dance 
theme should make it lots of fun. 

Teams from previous years are en- 
couraged to get their team registered and 
plan on being part of the August event. 
The group would also welcome new 
teams from the Belchertown area. If you 
are interested in making a difference in 
the lives of those with cancer by partic- 
ipating in the Relay for Life event, think 
about putting a team together. 

Teams can be made up of family 
members, co-workers, civic organiza- 


tions, school groups or just a group of 
friends. If someone would like to partic- 
ipate but is unable to start a new team, 
there are many existing ones that would 
welcome new members. Teams and indi- 
vidual participants can register at http:// 
relayforlife.org/quaboagvalleyma. 

Relay for Life is a signature event of 
the American Cancer Society. All funds 
raised go to ACS to support cancer pa- 
tients and cancer research. Relay for Life 
events are a great way to raise awareness 
and support survivors and their families 
within the local community. 

Questions about our local event can 
be directed to the event chairperson, Bri- 
an Meehan at bmeehan @belchertownps. 
org. 
On Monday, May 3 the group will 
hold their first monthly team meeting via 
Zoom at 6 p.m. Team members will be 
automatically invited to those meetings 
once they are registered. The meetings 
are a great source of information. It is 
hoped that many members of the com- 
munity will rally round and team up with 
Relay for Life to make a difference in the 
fight against cancer. 





Nonprofit offering family travel grants 


MONSON -— Now that travel 1s mak- 
ing a comeback, many families are busy 
planning their next big adventure. Unfor- 
tunately, for those constrained by finan- 
cial or other limitations, the dream may 
seem impossible. 

“This past year has wreaked havoc on 
so many families,’ says Amanda Renna, 
Founder & CEO at Travelnitch. “But let’s 
be honest, even pre-COVID, travel is a 
luxury that many cannot afford.” 

Travelnitch is working to change this, 


according to Renna. The nonprofit orga- 
nization, based in Western Massachusetts, 
is committed to making the travel lifestyle 
more accessible for those who feel it’s out 
of reach. While Travelnitch is focused on 
virtual travel as a way of inspiring little 
explorers, Renna feels strongly that there 
is no substitute for the real thing. 

“Travel is an opportunity for families 
to learn and grow together. It teaches kids 


Please see GRANTS, page 13 


We make senior living simple. 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 


and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 
because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and preferences 
> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 
> Set up and tour communities with you 


SERVICE 
ye 


> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 
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Because the right place 
means everything 
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seniors « 


Stepping up to support 
seniors in South Hadley 


SOUTH HADLEY - Social isolation 
affects nearly one in five older adults. 
Loneliness and social isolation can con- 
tribute to high blood pressure, a greater 
risk of heart disease, a weakened immune 
system, and earlier onset of dementias 
like Alzheimer’s Disease. 

All older adults are faced with one or 
more of the following: physical disabili- 
ties, declining mobility, shrinking social 
networks, bereavement, loss of a driver’s 
license, and hearing and sight impair- 
ments. These often lead to social isola- 
tion and loneliness. COVID-19 has only 
exacerbated this problem, placing more 
elders at risk. 

“Chronic loneliness can contribute to 
major health problems. The older we get, 
the more we need to have people around 
us, supporting not only our physical 
wellbeing, but nurturing our social health 
as well,” said Ann Andras, South Hadley 
Council on Aging Social Services Coor- 
dinator. 

How can we help combat this increas- 
ing issue facing our most vulnerable se- 
niors? 

Through a new “social calls” program 
called South Hadley Senior Connections, 
which is being facilitated by the Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors. SHSC seeks 
to provide valuable social connections 
for those who lack support and may be 
at an elevated risk of loneliness or social 
isolation. This type of social calls pro- 
gram exists in communities throughout 
the country and has proven that regular 
social conversations make a positive dif- 
ference in the lives of both participants 
and volunteers. 

The Friends of South Hadley Seniors 
has partnered with the South Hadley 
Council on Aging to promote commu- 
nication about the service to local older 
adults. 

South Hadley’s Council on Aging Di- 
rector, Leslie Hennessey, said “The South 
Hadley Council on Aging is pleased to be 


working in partnership with the Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors on the South 
Hadley Senior Connections Project. The 
effects of social isolation and loneliness 
experienced by many of our older adults 
during the pandemic have been devas- 
tating. The special nature of the SHSC 
project offers support, friendship and 
connectedness that will be a welcome re- 
source for the community.” 

The Friends are seeking volunteers 
who are looking for a meaningful and 
rewarding way to serve the South Had- 
ley community and who are interested 
in making these regular social calls to 
seniors. 

Volunteers will be prepared with a 
two-hour long training that reviews the 
basics and helps them get comfortable 
with various situations and challenges 
that may occur. Topics will include items 
such as establishing a rapport, support- 
ive listening and communicating with 
seniors with hearing, visual and cogni- 
tive impairments. Additional resources 
for follow-up training and community 
referrals will also be provided. Not only 
do the seniors of South Hadley receive 
a valuable service but those volunteer- 
ing their time also reap the benefits of 
a greater sense of purpose, increased 
self-confidence, lower incidence of de- 
pression and improved physical health. 

Nurse Practitioner and organizer of 
the SHSC program Karen Buscemi, said 
she is thrilled about the program’s arrival 
to South Hadley. 

“South Hadley Senior Connections 
will not only create joy and compan- 
ionship for South Hadley’s communi- 
ty dwelling seniors, but it will foster a 
sense of belonging and purpose,’ Busce- 
mi said. 

To volunteer to make a social con- 
nection with a local senior please call 
Karen Buscemi, NP at 413-531-7640 or 
Email Gretta Tucker at grettatucker43 @ 
gmail.com. 


Hanging flower basket sale 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The Friends 
of the South Hadley Seniors will host 
their annual hanging flower basket sale 
on Friday, May 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 8 from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at St Theresa’s Church parking lot. 
Baskets are $22 each. Event will occur 
rain or shine. Please direct any questions 
to southhadleyseniors@ gmail.com or 
call Janet at 413-534-5886. 


Visit us at 
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SENIOR ADVISORS. 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 














T here’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 
certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree. 


For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
i in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 

Eee General Doors features standard residential, 


— : ; : : 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 


Call Today for Professional Installation 


413.586.3161 


www.devineoverheaddoors.com 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
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Tigers play finale at home 


SOUTH HADLEY - After an entire season on the road, 
South Hadley girls volleyball had the opportunity to play 
its final regular season game at home, a win over Sabis last 
Thursday evening. Overall, the Tigers went 4-4, including 
playing six of its games against Southwick Regional. 















Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Ella Marion sends the ball back 


Kate Walas goes for the spike. over the net. 


Sabrina Cruz makes a play from the 


a up. back line. 
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spring sports to 
commence after long wait 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — On June 15, 
2019, Katelyn Thompson and 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School softball team defeated 
Pittsfield High School to win 
the Western Massachusetts Di- 
vision | championship. 

Since around that time, 
spring sports, baseball, soft- 
ball, lacrosse, tennis, and 
boys volleyball have not been 
played. 

The COVID-19 pandem- 
ic stopped high school sports 
in their track in early March 
2020. Several delays were 
made to the spring sports sea- 
son until an unprecedented 
cancellation took place when 
in-person school was cancelled 
for the remainder for the 2019- 
2020 school year. It robbed 
Class of 2020 players in all 
spring sports their final curtain 
call, and their final opportunity 
to fight for sectional, individ- 
ual, and state success in their 
respective sports. 


Next week, beginning on 
May 5, Granby lacrosse will 
face Monson with the Mus- 
tangs hosting the boys and the 
Rams hosting the girls. That 
action will be among the first 
spring sports to take place in 
nearly 23 months. 

In June, spring sports will 
participate in sectional tourna- 
ments for the first time since 
March 2020 when the winter 
sports held their tournaments. 
Tournaments were not held for 
the first three seasons of this 
school year. 

The Massachusetts Inter- 
scholastic Athletic Association 
sponsored a “Fall 2” season 
that wrapped up just last week 
with football action leading the 
way along with some basket- 
ball, indoor track, and girls vol- 
leyball among teams that were 
unable to participate in the first 
two seasons of the year. Cheer- 
leaders also had the opportu- 
nity to participate in the Fall 2 
season. 


Please see SPRING, page 11 


‘Pole’ takes first race in Granite Series 


STAFFORD, Conn. — It 
didn’t take long for Joey “Pole” 
Polewarczyk Jr. to figure out 
the half-mile of Stafford Motor 
Speedway on Saturday, April 24. 
The defending Granite State Pro 
Stock Series champion took the 
lead on lap 15 from Eddie Mac- 
Donald and never looked back en 
route to the triumph in the Casa- 
grande Builders 75. 

Pole crossed the line over 
six seconds ahead of hometown 
favorite Cory Casagrande, with 
seven-time Seekonk Speedway 
champion David Darling finish- 
ing third. 

“What an awesome track, 
thanks to Stafford for having the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series,” 
Pole said. ““That’s one of the best 
cars I’ve ever had. It really came 
in during the race. I loved that 
there were almost no cautions, 
and we were able to run our own 
pace. It feels really good to come 
down here to Stafford and win.” 

While Pole pulled away from 
a 24-car field, only a few cau- 
tions slowed the action. Early, it 
was a caution for a stopped Rick 
Duzlak in turn one, then an acci- 
dent collected both Mike O’Sul- 
livan and Craig Bushey on lap 


11. From there, the caution flag 
was never used again. Pole drove 
by McDonald and left the rest 
of the field behind him, with DJ 
Shaw, Casagrande and Darling 
battling for second over the final 
30 laps. 


Casagrande got by Shaw for 
second on lap 56, with Darling 
on his bumper — then the two 
battled for the runner-up spot 
for the final 20 laps. Casagrande 


Please see RACE, page 11 





Submitted photo 
Joey “Pole” Polewarczyk Jr. took the win in the first race of the year 
at Stafford Motor Speedway. 
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Monadnock opener set for next weekend 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — On 
Saturday, May 1, Monadnock 
Speedway will be back in action 
for the 2021 Season. Although 
there will be some COVID19 
restriction that will remain in 
place for capacity and social 
distancing, the speedway has 
added on 1400 more seats to ac- 
commodate the restrictions. 

The season opener will be a 
two-day event this year with the 
Tri Track Modified Series as the 
headline on Saturday (May 1) 
and Granite State Pro Stock Se- 


Follow Turley 
sports on 
Instagram 


Turley Publications 
sports department has 
recently joined Insta- 
gram. You can find our 
account by _ searching 


“turleysports.’ We will 
regularly 


feature sam- 
ples of photos that you 
will see in our publica- 
tions on a weekly basis. 
Please follow and share 
with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be 
featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections 
in the coming weeks, but 
as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by 
subscribing to your lo- 
cal paper or picking up a 
copy in your community. 





ries on (May 2). There will be a 
practice session held on Friday 
(April 30) from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The divisions scheduled 
on Saturday are 100 Lap Tri 
Track Modified Series, NHS- 
TRA Modifieds, Pro Truck Se- 
ries, Mini Stocks, Pure Stocks, 
Young Guns and Classic Lites. 
Race time is at 5 p.m. The Sun- 
day line up will include 100 
Lap Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, NHSTRA Modifieds, 
Late Models, Street Stocks, 
NELCAR Legends and En- 


duros. Race Time is at 2 p.m. 

Advanced General Ad- 
mission Tickets and Reserved 
Camping Sites area available 
for purchase at www.monad- 
nockspeedway.com. Pit Admis- 
sion tickets will not be available 
in advanced and are available 
for purchase on the day of the 
event. 

For more information, go to 
the speedway’s website at mo- 
nadnockspeedway.com or call 
603-239-4067. 





RACE from page 10 


would beat Darling by a small 
margin at the finish. 

MacDonald finished fourth, 
while former series champion 
Derek Griffith rallied from an 
early pit stop to round out the 
top-five. Devin O’Connell was 
sixth, followed by Shaw, Gabe 
Brown, Derek Gluchacki and 
Angelo Belsito. 

Shaw, Griffith and Casa- 
grande won heat races earlier in 
the day, while Shaw also set fast 
time in time trials. 

The Granite State Pro Stock 
Series returns to the track on 
Sunday, May 2 at Monadnock 
Speedway. 

For more information on the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series, 
visit gspss.net and follow the 
series on social media. 
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Valley Wheel Baseball seeks players 


REGION -— The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is look- 
ing for new players for the 2021 
season, which is set to begin at 
the end of April. Players who are 
28-years-old prior to June | are 
eligible to play in the league this 
season, however, only those 30 
by June | are eligible to pitch. 
The league includes six teams 
and there is a 15-game season 
that begins on Sunday, April 25. 
Games are 12 Sundays, a special 
Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game, and two weekday night 
games under the lights. The sea- 
son ends the final week of July 
with the playoffs for the top four 


SPRING from page 10 


Practices for spring sports 
began earlier this week and it is 
a very quick turnaround to get 
games underway, with several 
starting on Wednesday, May 5. 
This only allows for about seven 
or eight practice sessions before 
that date. 

But because of unpredictable 
weather coming out of the win- 
ter, spring sports are used to a 
condensed schedule, especially 
baseball and softball, which of- 
ten need more ideal weather in 
order to play games as soggy and 
muddy fields can make for more 
dangerous play. 

Sports are scheduled to run 
from May 5 through the middle 
of June. Like the previous sea- 
sons this school year, most of the 
sports will play about 12 games. 
Seasons in the fall and winter ran 
for about 10 to 12 games, but 
spring sports often lend them- 


Congratulations 


Carrie Smith Y 
We are s MW 
verte 

you 


d your 


teams during the first two weeks 
of August. While tryouts have 
completed, there are still open 
roster spots among the six teams 
in the league. The league will 
continue to accept applications 
for new players throughout the 
season. All players bat and every 
player spends at least four in- 
nings 1n the field in a nine-inning 
game. The league will be playing 
with some minor modifications 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
to start. For more information, 
please contact League Commis- 
sioner Jim Nason at wheell2@ 
comcast.net. 


selves to more games under a 
condensed schedule. Most teams 
are scheduled for 12 games with 
some playing more depending 
individual circumstances. 

The more important part is 
that in addition to a 12-game 
schedule, teams who qualify will 
get the chance to participate in 
tournaments, which will result in 
more games. 

Athletes are still being re- 
quired to wear masks to par- 
ticipate in sports, though it is 
possible restrictions could ease 
as the spring season progress- 
es based on the vaccination ef- 
fort and currently dropping case 
numbers. Surrounding states like 
Connecticut and New Hampshire 
have also started easing restric- 
tions as well. 

Most schedules for the spring 
have been posted to the MIAA 
website as well as some school 
websites. 





accomplishments. tg ij 
Good luck ae 
at Springfield 
College. 


Love Dad. Mom & John 
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PUbIic Safety 





TOWN Reminder 


DA’s Office protects seniors 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


GREENFIELD — Under the 
scope of the Office of North- 
western District Attorney David 
Sullivan, the Elders and Persons 
with Disabilities Unit has part- 
nered with local and state law 
enforcement to best ensure that 
crimes are not committed against 
seniors. 

During the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, elderly residents have be- 
come increasingly vulnerable, as 
their access to the outside world 
is limited. Rachel Senecal, TRI- 
AD coordinator for the NWDA, 
works relentlessly to protect se- 
niors throughout the region. 

Several unsurprising trends 
have caught Senecal’s attention 
during the pandemic. 

“In the elder abuse world, as 
far as criminal cases, we’ve seen 


a pretty drastic drop in referrals,” 
said Senecal. “When you think 
about the issues that already ex- 
ist in elder abuse cases, it’s really 
not anything new.” 

In the past, elderly individ- 
uals suffering from abuse were 
able to voice their concerns to 
individuals such as a healthcare 
provider, a doctor or a bank tell- 
er, but those interactions have 
become less frequent over the 
past 14 months. 

“We don’t anticipate that 
this is because there is less elder 
abuse out there to be recorded. 
We just feel that there are less 
opportunities to report,’ said 
Senecal. 

Isolation can contribute heav- 
ily to elder abuse. If an elderly 
individual is being abused phys- 
ically or financially by a family 
member, the pandemic has given 
the abuser more of a reason to 


isolate the elder. 

Completing outreach during 
the pandemic is difficult, but the 
EPDU relies heavily on the part- 
nerships it has formed with local 
Senior centers, which continue 
to conduct check-in phone calls 
with seniors. 

Senecal acknowledged that 
the majority of the cases that the 
unit prosecutes involve family 
members, and seniors are often 
hesitant to report their kin. 

“Especially, since the pan- 
demic, isolation has increased 
and the financial burden for 
many people has increased,’ said 
Senecal. “Now, you have sort of 
a lack of supervision of a suit- 
able target and you also have a 
motivated offender. That can be 
a very devastating mix.” 


April 30, 2021 


DAVID E. SULLIVAN 
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Rachel Senecal heads the Elders and Persons with Disabilities 


Unit under the guidance of Northwestern District Attorney David 
Sullivan. Her unit goes to great lengths to protect elderly individuals 


across the region. 


>» Public Notices 


TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC MEETING 

The South Hadley 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Meeting 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act MGL Chapter 
131, Section 40 and the 
South Hadley Wetlands 
Bylaw (Chapter 240 General 
Bylaws), to consider a 
Request for Determination 
filed by Douglas Bashista for 
removal of trees and construc- 
tion of a 13’ x 24’ garage and 
192 sq.ft. garden shed at 17 
San Souci Drive (Map 43, 
Parcel 53). 

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m. virtually. 
Due to the State of Emergency 
related to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, login information will 
be provided with the posted 
agenda on the Town website. 

A copy of the Request for 
Determination is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available 
to the public for inspection 


s{Hiifelri{s 


by appointment between the 
hours of 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. Monday thru Friday. 
Plans are also available 
online at https://www.south- 
hadley.org/DocumentCenter/ 
View/8353/17-San-Souci- 
Drive-RDA 
Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. 
Bill DeLuca 
Conservation Chair 
05/07/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF GRANBY 
The Select Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday May 18, 2021 at 
5:05 P.M. at the **Senior 
Center Building located 
at 10-B West State Street, 
Granby, MA to grant per- 
mission to Massachusetts 
Electric Company d/b/a 
NATIONAL GRID to locate 
poles, wires, and fixtures, 
including the necessary sus- 
taining and protecting fix- 
tures, along and across the 
following public way: 
Easton St. - National 
Grid to install (1) SO pole 
24 on Easton St. beginning at 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 





a point approximately 1693 
feet east of the centerline of 
the intersection of Amherst 
St.; approximately 190 feet 
east of pole 25 to provide 
service for a new home at lot 
4. 30331604 

Wherefore it prays that 
after due notice and hear- 
ing as provided by law, 
it be granted a location for 
and permission to erect and 
maintain poles and wires, 
together with such sustain- 
ing and protecting fixtures 
as it may find necessary, said 
poles to be erected substan- 
tially in accordance with the 
plan filed herewith marked 
- Easton St. - Granby, 
Massachusetts. 

Also, for permission 
to lay and maintain under- 
ground laterals, cables, and 
wires in the above or inter- 
secting public ways for the 
purpose of making connec- 
tions with such poles and 
buildings as each of said 
petitioners may desire for 
distributing purposes. 

Your petitioner agrees 
to reserve space for one 
cross-arm at a suitable point 
on each of said poles for 
the fire, police, telephone, 
and telegraph signal wires 
belonging to the municipality 
and used by it exclusively for 
municipal purposes. 

Copies of proposed Plan- 
Easton Street #30331604- 
Granby MA Granby 
Massachusetts are available 
in the Board of Selectmen’s 
Office 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 
9 a.m. — 12 noon on Friday 
located at 10-B West State 
Street, Senior Center 
Building, 2nd Floor. 

**This meeting may have 
to be held in a remote ses- 
sion. Please go to https:// 
www.granby-ma.gov/select- 
board- 48 hours before the 
meeting to check on the sta- 
tus of the meeting in case 
you need a phone # and pass- 
word to join this hearing/ 
meeting. 


Please see DA, page 13 


Granby Selectboard 
Glen N. Sexton 
Jay Joyce 
Jennifer Silva 
04/30/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF GRANBY 

The Select Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday May 18, 2021 at 
5:10 P.M. at the **Senior 
Center Building located 
at 10-B West State Street, 
Granby, MA to grant per- 
mission to Massachusetts 
Electric Company d/b/a 
NATIONAL GRID to locate 
poles, wires, and fixtures, 
including the necessary sus- 
taining and protecting fix- 
tures, along and across the 
following public way: 

Ferry Hill Rd. - 
National Grid to relocate (1) 
SO pole 20 on Ferry Hill Rd. 
beginning at a point approxi- 
mately 2428 feet north of the 
centerline of the intersection 
of Barton St.; approximately 
20 feet of existing location. 
30320146 

Wherefore it prays 
that after due notice and 
hearing as provided by law, 
it be granted a location for 
and permission to erect and 
maintain poles and wires, 
together with such sustain- 
ing and protecting fixtures 
as it may find necessary, said 
poles to be erected substan- 
tially in accordance with the 
plan filed herewith marked 
— Ferry Hill Rd. - Granby, 
Massachusetts. 

Also, for permission 
to lay and maintain under- 
ground laterals, cables, and 
wires in the above or inter- 
secting public ways for the 
purpose of making connec- 
tions with such poles and 
buildings as each of said 
petitioners may desire for 
distributing purposes. 

Your petitioner agrees 
to reserve space for one 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


“W Access archives and 
Jf digital tear sheets by 
fj) newspaper title. 


) Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
“4s public notice web site to search all notices in 


Massachusetts newspapers. 


cross-arm at a suitable point 
on each of said poles for 
the fire, police, telephone, 
and telegraph signal wires 
belonging to the municipality 
and used by it exclusively for 
municipal purposes. 

Copies of proposed 
Plan-Ferry Hill Rd. Street 
#30320146- Granby MA 
Granby Massachusetts are 
available in the Board of 
Selectmen’s Office 9 a.m. 
— 3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday; 9 a.m. — 12 noon 
on Friday located at 10-B 
West State Street, Senior 
Center Building, 2nd Floor. 

**This meeting may have 
to be held in a remote ses- 
sion. Please go to https:// 
www.granby-ma.gov/select- 
board- 48 hours before the 
meeting to check on the sta- 
tus of the meeting in case 
you need a phone # and pass- 
word to join this hearing/ 
meeting. 

Granby Selectboard 

Glen N. Sexton 
Jay Joyce 
Jennifer Silva 
04/30/2021 


TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY 
PLANNING BOARD 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TO BE CONDUCTED 
VIRTUALLY/ONLINE 

The South Hadley 
Planning Board, in accor- 
dance with the provisions of 
Chapter 40-A, Section 11, 
Massachusetts General Laws 
as modified by Chapter 53 
of the Special Acts of 2020 
and the Governor’s Executive 
Orders pertaining to public 
gatherings during the COVID 
19 State of Emergency, will 
hold a virtual public hearing 
on Monday May 24, 2021 
at 6:45 p.m. to discuss the 
application of Anthony Joseph 
Wheeler, 15 Gableview Lane, 
Southwick, MA 01077; for a 
Special Permit to construct a 


two-family dwelling pursu- 
ant to Section 255-19 of the 
Town’s Zoning Bylaw. The 
public hearing will be con- 
ducted virtually/online using 
the Zoom Webinar platform 
and persons may join the 
meeting by either joining 
Zoom Webinar or by phone. 
At present, the log in informa- 
tion is as follows: 

URL to join: https:// 
usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/81331108104?pwd=eWQ 
vdIJTN3JpWS83NDM 
IldTNBU2ZYZz09 

Or join by phone: US: 
+1(301)715-8592 

Webinar ID: 813 3110 
8104 Passcode: 038447 

However, interested per- 
sons should review the agenda 
for the meeting which will be 
posted on the Town’s website 
no later than Thursday May 
20, 2021 for any updated log 
in information for the meet- 
ing. 
The subject property is 
located along the south side of 
McKinley Avenue and is iden- 
tified on Assessor’s Map #27 
Parcel #179. The property is 
located in the Residence A-2 
zoning district. 

Plans and the applica- 
tion (and supporting docu- 
mentation) are on file in the 
Planning & Conservation 
Department Office (Room 
U6) in Town Hall. The plans 
and application (and support- 
ing documentation) are also 
posted on the Planning & 
Conservation Department’s 
page of the Town’s website 
www.southhadleyma.gov 
under ‘Project Plans’-‘Project 
Plans M through Z’ under 
section ‘McKinley Avenue 
Proposed Duplex SP- 2021’ 
located at the bottom of the 
page. Any person interested 
in, or wishing to be heard, 
regarding this application 
should appear/join the hearing 
at the time and in the manner 
designated. 

Joanna Brown, Clerk 
South Hadley Planning Board 
04/30, 05/07/2021 


VISIT 
www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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VARIANTS from page 8 


study suggests that there is an as- 
sociation of B.1.1.7(UK) variant 
with higher risk of dying from 
COVID-19. I expect that more 
information will be available re- 
garding the other variants in the 
near future. 

Q: Why did it take a while 
before we began to see different 
variants of the coronavirus? 


A: Viruses such as SAR- 
SCoV2, the virus behind 
COVID-19, naturally mutate 


and viral variants occur. Many 
variants emerge and disappear, 
but some persist because their 
accumulated mutations offer a 
“survival of the fittest” advan- 
tage among others over time to 
become the dominant circulating 
virus. 

Q: Is there a difference be- 
tween a variant of the virus and 
a mutation, and which is more 
problematic? 

A: A viral mutation refers to 
specific changes or alterations 
in the gene of the virus. This is 
a natural occurrence in the life 
of a virus, particularly an RNA 
virus like the coronavirus. Some 
mutations do not change how the 
virus behaves, but some do affect 
its characteristics related to its 
ability to attach to the host cell, 
for example. This can potentially 
confer higher risk of transmission 
of infection given a number of vi- 
ral particles compared to the old 
strain. A variant refers to a virus 
with slight changes in the genetic 
codes due to these mutations. De- 
pending on the effect on how the 
virus behaves due to the genetic 
changes, whether a single muta- 
tion or a combination of muta- 
tions, it may or may not be prob- 
lematic. It can be problematic to 
the host, but offers an advantage 
to the virus to survive. A variant 
may become the dominant strain 
because of its survival advantage 
in a given environment. What is 
also important to remember is 
that if there is more viral replica- 
tions occurring, let us say, more 
infections in the community, 
there is a greater chance for more 
mutations to occur. That is why 
interrupting the cycle of trans- 
mission can lessen the chance of 


variants to occur. 

Q: Why are these variants 
more easily transmissible? 

A: The variants have mu- 
tations in the spike protein en- 
abling them to latch on and infect 
human cells more easily. Many of 
these mutations are in the recep- 
tor binding domain of the virus. 
The mutation E484K, common 
in these variants, can increase the 
affinity of viral protein with its 
receptor, thus explaining its abil- 
ity to be easily transmitted. 

Q: Since these variants are 
more transmissible, does that 
mean the recommended safe- 
ty precautions will no longer 
work to prevent spread of the 
virus? 

A: Currently recommended 
safety precautions — vaccination, 
social distancing, mask wearing, 
handwashing, and isolation and 
quarantine - should still work in 
preventing infections from these 
variants. Again, if these variants 
are not given a chance to repli- 
cate, the less chance they have to 
further evolve and survive in the 
community. 

Q: If the same precautions 
are enough, why do scientists 
say more people could become 
infected in the months ahead? 

A: Vaccine rollout in the U.S. 
is now making progress, but we 
are not yet at the level of herd im- 
munity, estimated to be 60-70% 
either by natural infection or vac- 
cination. Since these variants are 
more transmissible, if the public 
is not compliant with recom- 
mended safety measures, more 
exposures and infections will 
easily occur. The increased num- 
ber of cases will put more strain 
on health care resources, lead to 
more hospitalizations, and poten- 
tially more deaths. 

Q: Will the currently avail- 
able vaccines protect against 
the variants? 

A: Based on the most recent 
evidence, the currently available 
COVID-19 vaccines can still 
broadly protect you, albeit at 
differing level of efficacy, from 
the circulating variants, B.1.1.7 
(UK), B.1.351 (South Africa), 
the P.1 (Brazil) and the 2 variants 
— New York and California. The 
B.1.351 (South Africa) variant 


Reminder 


more significantly impacts effi- 
cacy of the available vaccines. 
B.1.526 (New York) strain ap- 
pears to have a similar effect but 
much less so. Recent reports also 
suggest that these variants may 
evade the immunity from natural 
infection or escape the antibodies 
from previous infections. Simi- 
larly, this can impact the efficacy 
of the COVID-19 monoclonal 
antibodies authorized to treat 
COVID-19. This is closely being 
investigated and hopefully, more 
information will be available in 
the near future. 

Q: What is not known about 
the variants? 

A: We still do not have a com- 
plete picture of how widespread 
these variants are in the United 
States and around the world. The 
CDC is now closely monitoring 
this as it has huge implications 
epidemiologically. As mentioned 
above, these can affect future de- 
cisions and interventions in order 
to curb the pandemic. For exam- 
ple, vaccine designs and booster 
shots are already being discussed 
in order to get ahead of the circu- 
lating variants. 

Q: Do we expect other vari- 
ants to surface? 

A: Yes, expect more variants 
to occur in the future unless we 
stop the circulation of the virus 
in the community. As mentioned 
above, if there is less viral rep- 
lication, there is less chance for 
viral mutations, hence variants, 
to occur. 

Q: Will the new variants 
prolong the pandemic? 

A: The new and emerging 
variants can potentially prolong 
the pandemic because of their 
ability to be more easily trans- 
mitted. This will also depend on 
other factors such as compliance 
of the communities to public 
infection control measures, our 
ability to detect these variants, 
the vaccination rates in the com- 
munity affecting the chance of 
achieving herd immunity sooner 
than later, the risk of reinfection, 
and availability of effective treat- 
ments on the new variants. 

For more information on 
Baystate Health, visit baystate- 
health.org. 





DA from page 12 


Often times, financial abuse 
may begin when a senior offers 
to help a family member; the 
abuser will then steal checks, 
debit cards or credit cards, po- 
tentially emptying the bank ac- 
count of the elderly individual. 

The Massachusetts Elder 
Abuse Hotline can be reached at 
1-800-922-2275. All reports will 
always be kept anonymous. 

“Tt’s up to family members to 
create an environment where an 
elder feels comfortable talking 
about an abusive _ situation, 
whether it’s a scam or another 
family member. I think loved 


SERVICE 
IDTRE@C TORY 


ones do have a duty to create that 
space for their loved ones,’ said 
Senecal. 

Anita Wilson serves as D1- 
rector of the NWDA Office’s 
Consumer Protection Unit. She 
divulged that scams have be- 
come more complex during the 
pandemic, as they prey on indi- 
viduals looking to be tested for 
COVID-19 or receive a vaccine. 

“Any kid of request for that or 
for a payment should really be a 
red flag to someone to recognize 
that this is a scam,” said Wilson. 
“If you get a phone call, you 
don’t have to answer. Some of 
the best self-defense for people 
and for elders is to not pick up 


your phone and use your voice- 
mail to screen your calls and ver- 
ify the information before you 
call that individual back.” 

Wilson encourages seniors 
not to talk to strangers and to 
watch out for scammers claim- 
ing to represent a government 
agency. 

“The Social Security Depart- 
ment and the IRS are not going 
to call you,” said Wilson. “They 
choose to communicate with you 
through mail and letters. If you 
get one of those calls, you should 
just ignore it.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer, who can be reached at 
dzbierski@ turley.com. 


BUDGET from page 3 


an additional position which is 
partially grant-funded. 

“The increase is the addition- 
al staff we added for $25,000 to 
the Board of Health that is pri- 
marily doing reopening plans 
for businesses, inspections, re- 
sponding to complaints. We’re 
only paying half the salary — the 
other half as well as her benefits 
are being paid for by a grant,’ 
Sullivan said. “In 2023, the full 
cost which will be $20,000 and 
the benefits of $12,000 will be 
on South Hadley if they chose 
to continue position.” 

The Council on Aging bud- 
get will also be increasing 
due to increasing hours from 
$402,064 to $457,869, an in- 
crease of about $56,000. 

“We added staff anticipating 
the reopening where we are go- 
ing to extend hours on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays,” he said. 

Another notable line item is 
the post-employment benefits 
or OPEB trust, which the town 
is proposing to have $500,000 


GRANTS from page 9 


adaptability and introduces them 
to people and places different 
from what they are accustomed 
to. Travel can be a really pow- 
erful tool for raising strong and 
compassionate kids,’ Renna said. 
To make travel a more attainable 
goal for all families Travelnitch 
is now offering Family Travel 
Grants. Income-eligible house- 
holds can apply for financial 
assistance to cover the cost of 
virtual tours, cultural excursions, 
and family daycations. The pro- 
gram is currently funded through 
generous support from indi- 
vidual donors, many of whom 
are avid travelers themselves. 


Page 13 


allocation to “fully fund insur- 
ance and other related costs to 
people’s retirement.” Sullivan 
said the town has never done 
that before. 

Committee member James 
Everett asked about the consul- 
tant for the Town Administrator 
search. Sullivan intended on re- 
tiring this fiscal year but given 
the fact the search process for 
his successor was restarted, he 
will be staying on until a re- 
placement is found. 

“Are we going to have to in- 
crease (the consultant line item) 
because we’re starting over?” 
Everett asked. 

Sullivan said the $10,000 in 
requested funds was for poten- 
tial future consultation work, 
rather than the consultant to 
help with the Town Administra- 
tor search. 

“T’ve been asked to stay on 
for a number of months after 
(my retirement) ...at no in- 
crease in cost so that number so 
that town administrator line has 
gone down,” Sullivan said. 


“People who share our passion 
for travel understand its val- 
ue, and they want to share that 
experience with the next gen- 
eration.’ Renna hopes to raise 
even more money to provide 
weekend getaway grants as well. 
To learn more about Travelnitch 
or to apply for a Family Trav- 
el Grant, visit travelnitch.org/ 
grants. We also ask that you con- 
sider a gift to support this and 
other meaningful programs that 
inspire kids at home and beyond. 
Donations can be made online 
at travelnitch.org/donate or by 
mailing a check to Travelnitch, 
P.O. Box 284, Monson, MA 
01057. 





HAMILTON from page 5 


network of terrorists and ev- 
ery government that supports 
them.” I include this remark by 
George W. Bush, in a speech he 
gave to a joint session of Con- 
gress following the 9/11 attacks, 
because it’s a cogent reminder 
that keeping our eye on the tar- 
get matters in public policy. 

“The people have often 
made mistakes, but given time 
and the facts, they will make the 
corrections.” This was Truman 
again. I like his confidence. 

“America of the 21st century 
is, for all its shortcomings, freer 
and more accepting than it has 
ever been.’ Meacham makes it 
clear that our nation, despite its 
many stumbles, has moved to- 
ward progress, in no small part 
because the American people, 
as Truman suggests above, have 
set it on that course. 

“Tt is in order that each one 


of you may have through this 
free government which we have 
enjoyed, an open field and a fair 
chance for your industry, enter- 
prise and intelligence... The na- 
tion 1s worth fighting for, to se- 
cure such an inestimable jewel.” 
Abraham Lincoln said this in 
1864. His words remind us that 
safeguarding a freely chosen, 
democratically elected govern- 
ment that creates the conditions 
for each of us to succeed by dint 
of our efforts is what engaging 
in politics is all about. 

Lee Hamilton is a_ senior 
advisor for the Indiana Univer- 
sity Center on Representative 
Government; a_ Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a 
Professor of Practice at the IU 
O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 


To advertise on this page 
Call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


GD GLUT GEE GRE SS aD 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 


All Types Of Electrical Work. 


Fully Insured. 


All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 





LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 


AND LANDSCAPING 


Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 


Insured 
534-1002 TFN 


Page 14 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ECONOMY SHEDS 25 year roofing, 
6’ double doors. 10’x12’ Shed Final 
Price $3655.00. 10’x16” Shed Final 
Price $4125.00. Built on Property. Tim 
(413) 563-2229 


ESTATE SALE 


ESTATE SALE 29 Griffin Street, 
Bondsville; Preview Friday April 30. 
Sale: May 1+2 9-5. No fine antiques. 
Good stuff. Make $$ at Brimfield call 
Gerry (413)813-5695 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
Classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


Reminder 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE 


glassware, household items, new dog 
clippers, novels, shelf and storage 
containers. 76 Raymond Drive, 
Hampden - 9-3. 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
duppont our communiti! 
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1 ******* A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2**x*xxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
State:_ Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA 4 Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


=) 
Se 


o 
a 


‘SANDISFIELD 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 

GRANBY y 
BRIMFIELD 

STURBRIDGE 
















BLANDFORD 






TOLLAND 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 










HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 









ELD 








EAST 
BROOKFI 


WALES { HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price Cs, ilo 
Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 ee 
Adda third ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = one 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





April 30, 2021 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


WINDOW & DOOR _INSTAL- 
LATION SPECIALIST. New & 
Replacement. Call for you free esti- 
mate today. B&D General Services 
HIC#1755887 (413) 455-5458 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





April 30, 2021 


Reminder 
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MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 





(413) 530-1299 
S \ 
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Unlike many daily newspapers, com- 
munity newspapers are thriving for one 
reason alone, we’re local all the time. We 
bring home local news, reach a dedicated 
local audience and enrich each page with 
local advertisers. 

In fact, community newspapers not only 
provide the kind of news that has serious 
meaning in local households — they continue 
to be an important outlet for advertisers, 
knowing that they’re the only source to allow 
“mom and pop” businesses to reach their 
most likely customers. It’s the kind of service 
only a local paper can provide. 

Think about it this way, how many sto- 
ries do you see about your town, the busi- 
nesses that thrive in them or the people 
who live and work next to you, on the pages 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 


4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 








STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 


Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


US 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy 5 Bel wae. 4) 
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of your daily newspaper? You won’t find 
many. And that’s what makes us different 
and keeps us thriving. Turley Publications 
has long recognized the importance of 
community and remains strongly commit- 
ted to those we serve. It’s not po-ta-toe, po- 
tat-o when it comes to comparing newspa- 
pers, it’s apples and oranges. 


Support your community and shop 


with our advertisers who make 
this publication possible. 


Turle yo 


seul Inc. 





www.turley.com 











COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. 
Ages 4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales 
and Leasing also available. Conve- 
nient location at Orion Farm in South 
Hadley. (413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


ASSISTANT HAIRSYLIST with 
hairstyle license. Will train. Busy salon. 
Do not need ciientale. Tuesday-Satur- 
day. Information call 413-786-6988 


SHORT ORDER COOK. Breakfast 
and Lunch. Full or Part Time. Local 
Area. John (413)537-2455 


PAINTER PART TO FULL TIME. 
No fear of heights. Must have vehicle 
and valid drivers license. Will train 
right person if not experienced. Steve 
(413) 477-8217 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC. Manufacturer of metal 
shapes has a full-time opportunity for 
a Manufacturing Tool Designer. Re- 
sponsibilities include design and draft 
of cold forming tools using CAD soft- 
ware and producing tool paths for wire 
EDM machines using CAM software 
while assisting/supporting manufac- 
turing processes. Candidates should 
demonstrate a good work ethic, be de- 
pendable, have good judgment and be 
a team player. Candidates must have 
an Associate’s degree in Engineering 
with proficient reading, writing, and 
math skills, excellent communication 
skills and be able to pay close atten- 
tion to detail. Based on experience we 
offer competitive compensation and a 
comprehensive benefits package. Visit 
www.rathboneprofiles.com for employ- 
ment applications and submit online, 
via email to linda.dias@rathbone- 
profiles.com or mail to 1241 Park 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Rath- 
bone is proud to be an equal oppor- 
tunity workplace and is an affirmative 
action employer. 


THE HAMPDEN POLICE DE- 
PARTMENT is now accepting appli- 
cations for an open police officer posi- 
tion. The deadline to apply is May 14, 
2021. Please visit www.hampden:- 
police.com for more information. 


PERSONAL DRIVER/ ASSISTANT NEEDED. 
We are looking for a dynamic individual for the role of 
Driver/Personal Assistant. This is a unique position 
that requires exceptional interpersonal skills and respect 


for personal boundaries. The ideal candidate must be 
willing to accommodate a high degree of flexibility in 
their work schedule and be available on short notice. 
Compensation will be commensurate with experience 
and include a competitive salary and extended benefits 
package. Contact ( Markstowing024@gmail.com ) 


for more details. 
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Send Us Your 
Summer Event 
Information 


Turley Publications 


will print 
your summer 


calendar listings 
FREE OF CHARGE 


in our 
SUMMERFEST 


Supplement which 
publishes early June. 
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Deadline for submissions 
is May 4th. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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THE TOWN OF LUDLOW is ac- 
cepting applications for temporary, 
seasonal, maintenance _ positions 
in the Dept. of Public Works. Hours 
may vary week to week. The rate of 
pay is $13.50 per hour. Applications 
are available on line at our website 
or at our walk-up window at 198 
Sportsman’s Road, Ludlow from 
9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.. Applications will 
be accepted until May 12, 2021 


TRUCK DRIVER FT - Class A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbra- 
ham, MA. Paid major holidays, vaca- 
tion, medical insurance after 90 days 
and SIMPLE IRA offered. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


WANTED 2 OR 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT By two quiet adults. 
washer and dryer hookups in apt. ex- 
cellent references, Ludlow or nearby 
call Mrs. G at (413)583-4746 after 
10 am 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


Community 
Summer Events 


Event Should Be Non-Profit 
& Open to the Public 


FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 





200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley 


Event Name 


Date/Time 


Location 








CONDOS FOR 
SALE 


GARDEN STYLE CONDO FOR 
SALE in Doverbrook Estates, Chicop- 
ee. 2 beds, 1 bath, large livingroom, 
patio, $174,900. See forsalebyowner. 
com or call Mike at 413-348-0417 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which Is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper. 
© © © © 0 © 0 C6 © 0 C6 0 eC 6 0 6 eC eC eo eo eo eo 


CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO: 
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


or email* them to: jamie@turley.com 
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email. 
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STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 
Now Stocking All Your 
Lawn & Garden Supplies 
You Will Need To Get Your 
Yard & Lawn Ready For Spring. 
Hardware POOL SUPPLIES & WATER TESTING Oe 
3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 Ps 


_ We Have All Of The Tools & Materials 
_\ ASSEMBLED GAS GRILLS 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 









PA) a) Power Equipment 
tle tlh et Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 

* Mowers * Lawn Tractors yu aaa 435 

e Chainsaws ¢ Trimmers 

¢ Generators © Brush Cutters Farm Supply 

° Hedge Trimmers Rte. 202 by ieee Hwy, 

e Rototillers & More 413-323-6336 





www.devoniane.com 





Hodgen 


Landscape Co., Inc. 


Est. 1956 
Santali 
Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting 
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007 


Phone (413) 323-4949 + Fax (413) 323-4999 + cal (413) 246-8061 
aterelel-Valrelateryesll-macliiMmamalele(e(-lalelilecye-) re rl mae] 


ANDREW’S 
2. GREENHOUSE 
1184S. East St. 
S. Amherst, MA 


(413) 253-2937 





ae aw Thi 
Peis 


Everything 
You Need 
For Your 
Spring Planting 
ae | Needs! 
631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 


Ornamental 
Flowers 
And 
Vegetable 
Starts 


Family Owned 
& Operated 


25 Hieasaat! St., Sib 
413-467-3276 


Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials 

Hanging Baskets, 

Fruit & Vegetable Starts, 
Chicken Manure 
J Compost & More 

— 35 Amherst St., Granby 

413-320-6802 


www. davesnaturalgarden.com 











> AMHERST 


eer, 


SU MO SS 


CG ae 


OWN Reminder 


FARMERS SUPPLY 


For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs 


320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3436 


Class Grass 


GARDEN CENTER 


Annuals ¢ Perennials ¢ Water Garden Supplies 
Bark Mulch & Loam ¢ Open 7 Days 


140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 ¢ www. classgrass. com 








Oe - Ce ST 


od Ge ee = 


> Re . 
ae, Sk ali 


Get your green thumbs in'gear right here!) 


ret eh ali 





4 \ AY | Nay AW Y\ bey Alyn MAY ¢ 
lin fhe vu ue DANCACMANIAC MICAS AM SL AS N\ ve my ih i | 
i liXou HLA il rComp lete GARDEN Center | 


GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN 


108 West State Street, Granby * 1-41 3-467-3838 


For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor, 
Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs 







OPEN 
Monday - 
Saturday 













April 30, 2021 





w 


> 








Your lawn projects start here! 


= Rototillers, brush mowers, 
pressure washers, overseeders, 
dethatchers, and more. 


SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503 
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202) 


HADLEY e 584-4184 
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9) 


ATT AT YE tjstruevaluerental. com 


tf TJ ~~» | 
Fist Viable 
See aie 


Hadley 
413-584-4184 fj 


VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 


A large variety 

of bark mulch, 
landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio 
products, pavers, 
compost, 

lawn décor 

& more! 


an’s Va 
— Mey 
: , = 


Or, . os 
"en & Landscape > ai 
8 Mill Valley Road ¢ Hadley 
413-582-1263 
www.megansvalley.com 


HAYWAR 


Building Contractors 
Belchertown, MA 


413-323-7649 


Fully 
Icensed 
and 
insured 


It’s Spring and Time 
to Get Your Outdoor 
Project Started! 


Deliveries 
e Screened Loam e Fill ¢ Gravel 
Services 
e Sitework © Trucking 


e Equipment Rental 
e Septic Repair & Installation 


JED, Caagrae Grapes 


rat * 


soo 


A FINE GARDEN BOUTIQUE SPECIALIZING IN. 


UNLIMIT E D fame Nursery 


Tardy & (Jnusual Plants fe F di bles & Organics Seasonal & S ves [Decor 
CUSTOM ORDERS ~ PICK Ur & LOCAL DELIVERY ONLY ~ iat VIP SERVICES 
WWW.CRYSTALGARDENSUNLIMITED.COM ~ TEXTINFO/DESIRES TO 413.248.6742 


Route 9, 
Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3411 


For All Your 
Spring Home 
& Garden 
Needs. 


Route 6, Brattleboro, VT 
(602) 257-7373 


18 Elm St., 
Deerfield, MA 
(413) 865-5881 


Routes 5 & 10 
Greenfield, MA 
(413) 774-8311 


: pat am ' 
JHOME CENTERS 
www.leaderhome.com 


Route 32, Barre, MA 
(978) 355-3411 


GARDENER 


SUPPLY COMPANY COMPANY 


at ‘at Hadley Garden Center Garden Center 
Route 9, 285 Russell St, Hadley, MA 01035 
(413) 58-1423 + gardeners.com/store 


100% Employee-Owned 


TREE PRUNING e TREE REMOVAL ¢ STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE & SHRUB CARE e AND MORE! 


RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL 
413-439-5732 « talltreelandscape.com 





PROPERTY SMAINTENANCE 


(__a1s-aee-25ea 


Mowing, Mulch, Lawns & Landscapes 
Fall & Spring Cleanups, Design & More 


Land Management 
Brush Mowing - Tree Work | 
Landscaping - Cordwood 
Botanical Consulatations 


Outdoor Power Equipment 
Sales * Service * Parts 
Residential and Commerclal Lawn 9 oh eo ey: 
Tear = ce) © che © Ceeneri ronerabors ® in aire yo ci 
es * kawaea » ful j 
415. Whitney Street 
amherst, MA O02 


413-253-7258 
boydenandperron.com 


